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Otto Bang of Edina, who
represented Edina in the

_ Minnesota Legislature for 20
_ years, left his mark on legis-
}latlon, such as the state sales

"tax, the loosen-

_ ing restrictions
~on liguor, and,

erlaw
o Bang,,
eserved in the
- House fmm 1963
o to 1972 and the Senate from
1973 10 1982 died Dec. 29 at

:VOﬁa Bamg

Hennepm County Medical

er after suffering a head

‘Dec.2lin Hopkins,
Hewas77.

. g-oq
@ He represented Edma asan Independent Republ.
but was Well-respected on both sidesoftheaisle.

ing of advertis-

yes, a firecrack-

who

jury in a one-vehicle crash .

 His concerns in the Legls—

lature often centered onener-
gy, taxes, unemployment and
workers compensation. As a

member of the House in the

early 1970s, the Independent
Republican  was chairman
of the Financial Inst1tut10ns/
Committee. ‘
George Pﬂlsbury, aformer
Minnesota state senator, said
_he was highly respected and
- well-liked by members from

both sides of the aisle.

It took guts for Bang and
 others to introduce a bill to
raise the state sales tax from
4 percent to 5 percent in: 1981 .

said Pillsbury.

*He should go to the head-
of the class,” said Pillsbury,
In 1949, the Minnesota na-
 tive graduated from Mayville
‘ ngh School m North Dakota

He worked in publishing after
_earning a bachelor’s degree
from the University of Min-
nesota in the early 1950s.
When he was elected to the -
'House, he was an insurance
 salesman for Liberty Mutu-
al, later going into business
for himself, eventually serv-

ing as president of Consum-

ers Casualty Insurance in the, .
' Twm Cities. -
- Doug Ewald of Tonka Bay, ~
a former Minnesota legisla-
tor, said many leglslators en-
 vied his popularity Wlth vot-
_ ersand colleagues.
_ “] have been graced in my
life to know him,” said Ewald,
,;When youmet him, “you knew

you were going to like him”

‘When Ewald was a rookle K¢
legislator, he was approached i
by people in the acoustics
_business, who tested soundin
buildings by setting off a fire-
cracker anesota outlawed .

1slat1ve Soc1ety

the practice, so Ewald asked
_Bang to take on a bill that
‘would allow the use. He chd
 and it passed, said Ewald.

He was the go-to guy for

. help with bills for many law— -
makers, said Ewald, |
Chuck Slocum, a for er‘
state GOP chairman, said
Bang was business. or1ented‘~
and public spirited. =
 “He had a way of agreemg‘
or dxsagreemg with people,
_but you always came away
hkmg him,” said Slocum,
a mark of a good politic ~
He played leadership roles -

in more than a dozen civic

groups, such as. the Zuhrah;
:Shrme, the Bra.m In;ury As-

His wife, Mary, of Edma,',
said the key to his leadersh;tp .
,ablhty was that “he wasa good ~

. hstener . .
He fimshed h1s career asan
_independent insurance bro-
 ker, retiring three year
_but he continued to sewc as
an insurance consultam until
. ;hlS death. -
In addit n to hlS sze, he
is survived by his daughters,

Cathleen Anderson of Inver

_ Grove Heights, Rebecca Ker-
stiens of Denver, Colo,, and
Laurie Melichar of Bumsvﬂle, ,
~ son, Thomas of Edina; sister,
’s }acquelme Fink of Eden Prai-
ne, and four grandchﬂdren -
Services will be at 1 pm.,
'TIan 16 at Normandale Luther-
an Church, 6100 Normandale ; .
Rd,Edina.
 Visitation will be from 5
to 7 pm. Jan. 15, followed by
- a Masonic ceremony, in the
- Washbum—McReavy Edina
_ Chapel, 5000 W. 50th and
Hwy. 100, and at noon Ian 16
fmthechurch .
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