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MONDAY, MAY 10, 1926

Leonidas J. Merritt, 82,
Discoverer of Iron Ore
In Minnesota, Is Dead

Mining Genius, Indiaw Fighter, Legislator Helped |
Build City of Dulu th—Lost Fortune in '
the Panic of 1893 ?

Leonidax J. Merrcitt, discoverce of|
Iron oresin Mlnnr-ﬁuln.h 1 el l-uln}‘
at 82, in Imuluth, the oty he bl !

He died  suddenly there Sunday |
morning. '
He was renowned pol only ns @ porose
poctor mnd mwining genius bhut as B

Iidian fghter, woodsman and legishi. |
Lup .

Hix wareer wns one of the mmost
meturesque in Minnesota, inclading as
it did a fnancial erash that forced lidm.
to rebutld his fortuncs after the panie
of 1593, ’

Born In New York

BornAn Chautaugun copnty, New
Yerk. Feli 20, 1844, he was a resldent
of Minnesota from his elevendh year,
having made the trip to Duluth with
his futher on the first upbound steamer
that locked through the Soo canal.

Am a boy in the Trontier Head of the
Lakes setflement which s now the
Zenith City, he gained his =chooling in
the haphazard fashion by which sduca.
tlon way dealt out in those pioneer
days. , |
With lumbering the largest industry |
In Minnesota then, he took to  the
wonds, .

He roved the woods a= 5 cruiser
"Then eame the Indian wars. Leonidas |
was chosen scoul of the military lead.
era for his uncanny knowledge of wond
wraft. |

il
Merritt, the youth, was vonvinced
"there was valuable—iron ore in the
fnorthern part of the stiie and asgainst
'"the sincers adviee of the “experts” who
|claimed no fron could be there, hegan
lils mearch that made Minnesota the
largest iron reservoir in the world and
fhullt up the foundation for scores of!
fortunes then considered Lo be fabulous.
; Five years hs scouted the wilder
mean-—five years of persistency and
doggedneas undeterred by the “ex-
merty,” Then early in November, 1820,
he jocated what he believed to be a bed
wf ore. After a hurried trip to Du-
luth to get drilllng tools he returned

rwith his brothers to the spot.
|

Red Dirt Comes To View [

The drills were set Into action and
«Any after day they watched the *“color’”
come to the surface. 'Then on Nov. 186
the long sought *red.dit"” came to
the top. t

ILeaonldas Merritt hal won! !

Now the Mesabe range outships any
iron range in the world and the ore
teats are exceptlonally high in iren.
tha percentage being slightly betrer
"han @0, |

For nearly threa years the Merritis
devalaped thelr properties. Miners and|
T roapectors rushed to the new find and
Ahe ore began to be removed In quan.
1itien, i
" laonidas, forever a hooster for [wm-
(luth, gawve that city the opportunity to|
|hn“ the docks If it would permit him
1o bulld his rallroad through the city.|



S .
Buperior Welcomes Magnales

But ths city councll refused and/ des.
perately In need of a rail outlet for his|
ore, the Merrita then mimed for Hu.'
perior, Wia, Here the city council m:
more farseelng and welcomed the lmu‘-
mingnates. "

When tha raliroad began pushing mi L business, Leonldas coulid not  vefrain
~way st Duluth, the citizens put so | from abding his adopted cliy 1o ex-
much pressure on the city council that pamid. His was the foresight that Was
it made an about face and invited the L the cause of niuch of the andvancement
Merritt road through the city to the  of Duluth and becauss of his unflag-
dock sites on the Minnesota side nl’l ‘Eing weal he was elected commissioner

Lake Buperior. ' los fmance in 1921 and served  four
Leonidas, loving his foster city decp | | vears until April. 1925, when he o
. Iy, switched the plans, even though it|  tircd
dil mean a tremendous outlay and| Walked Far to Volunteer
headed his constructlon gangs toward :

Dututh. (1 Ume of his exploits and perhaps the

| one of which he spoke the least, was
Then burst the financial bubble of | | .. be walked from Duluth to St.

1593 that made "Black Friday™ for so taul te join «

“ompany B of the Min-
mj; financial structures all over the| . "o ieer cavalry at the oul
country. break of the Civil war, \

Eastern capltalists were Importuned
for all. Rallroads, banks aml other

and politics, Mr. Merritt had spent his

huge fAinancial structures toppled and’ . .. % ciher his Florida home in the) |

|ernghed and Leonidas Merritt, hroised | winter or Duluth in the summer.

The pledged for loans to buiM| |\ "Lone Lucien Merritt @nd Harry

the and docks, the minIng| vy hoth of Minneapolis, besides
“wmh?l H were ! | ihreq brothers, Alfred of Duluth, Loula

_ Qo Merrift boys ;¢ pasadens, Calif., and A, . af
“all began over. i - s
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Reprinted by permission of the Star Tribune (Minneapolis, MN).

Sinee kis retirement from business | ||

and heaten, borrowed money 1o pay his M. Merritt is survived by « daugh. ||
fare back te Duluth. . ter, Mes. Ruth Merritt of Duluth, and| |
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