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L. G. M. FLET CHE R PASSES AWAY; WAS A LANDMARK IN MANKAT O 
Helped to Blaze the Way for the Coming of the Pe ople to Thi s Section H e Assisted i n Laying the Foundation and Ere cting Superstruct ure of T his City Known as the Father of Education Here; H e Taught the First Public School Hi s Life Was an Exa mple For Young Me n to Follow; Ma n of Sterling Worth From Friday's Daily. Lafayette G. Ji. Fletcher passed away peacefully at his home just  north of t he city at o’clock this morning, of pneumonia. Re ports that his death hail occurred were in circulation  We dnesday evening and yesterday. and the public was pre pared to re ceive the verifie d report this morni ng. In fact, his fa mily and physicia ns have entertaine d few hopes of his recovery since pne umonia devel ope d Monday mor ning. Thre e years ago. Mr. Fletcher suffere d his fir st attack of this di sease, and it left hint in a greatly weakened condition, whi ch lie never fully recovered fr om, a nd whe n the se cond attack came this week I n* had not the vitalty  and reserve power to combat it that he possessed be fore . Taken With a Severe Cold. Mr. Fletcher was taken with a severe told early last week, ami by the dose of the week beca me so hoarse that he could scarcely speak. Sunday he was taken ill, and Monday morning pne umonia devel ope d, lie had the best of me dical care , but the light was a hopeless one from the start. Mr. Fletcher 
continued to si nk, with an occasi onal rallying spell, until last evening he pa sse d into an unconscious condition, fr om whi ch he did not recover. Although not unexpecte d, Mr. Fletcher’s death ca st a shadow over the community,  where he ha d lived and labored so long, a nd where he was so well known, li e was one of the very  
earliest, as well as oldest, settlerill Mankato, and had lived here ever since the early days, whe n the state was a territory and Mankato a mere spe ck in the wilder ness, with little more than a stea mboat landing and a few sha cks. Uut even then lie had the foresight to know that a great future awaited this  section, for ho saw the undeveloped re sour ces lying in the ri ch soil a nd the abunda nt timber a nd the solid rock and the clay deposits, and l ost no ti me in taking a claim, a nd 
upon that he lived ever since. Evidence of Public Spirit. My care ful attention to details, inee ssant labor, and pr ude nt investme nts,  well handled, Mr. Fletcher succee ded i n accumulating consi derable means, stud in re cent e nterprises calling for the  exercise of public spirit and liberal donations, such as the building of theV. M. C. A. buildi ng and the securing  of the Lutheran ladies’ seininery, and other thi ngs, he was one of the heaviest subscribers. lie was liberal with  
his mea ns where lie though it justi fied  by the results sought, and wa s a free spender i lithe interests of the public schools assisting with his <Jwn pocketbook  in many things in w hich teacher s and pupils were i nterested. While liberal with his private purse, he felt that in public offi ce lie ha d a publi c trust  and care fully scr utinized all expe nditures. He did not believe in the  municipality spe nding money recklessly, and wanted something to show for wliat was expende d.  
His Interest in the Schools. Perha ps Mr. Fletcher took more interest in the school a ffairs of the city than in any other one thing. He was one of the first teachers in the city, and served on the school board some thirty years, or long er than any other me mber. lie ha s bee n called the father of the Ma nkato schools, and certainly no father ever took a deeper intere st  
in the schooli ng of his own childre n than Mr. Fletcher did in seeing that the intere sts of all of the publi c school pupils were cared for rightly. Someti mes he did not agree with other members of the board or with superinte nde nts, but hi s convictions were honest. He was a tea cher of ilia old chool, and be lieved that methods  that had l ong bee n appr oved were  -a fe and reliable for the future, but when convinced that i mprove d method. < were not fa ds he wa s willing to adopt  the m, in his death, the school s T-. c a true friend. Mr. Fletcher was proud of the fa ct  
that throughout his life lie had assiste d poor but worthy lads to strive for the mselves , and lie always watche d their career s with interest, lit- hel ped many t* struggling young man, by his good advice, to enter the upward pat hs ol success.  Mr. Fletcher, in polilhs, was a conuioten re publi can. He believed i n certain principle s of g overnment and 
stuck to the m when lighter minds were •wavering in their faith or had forsake n their hmg cherished princi ples for some new la d. \Vh** n they return ed to the party told they found him still there, unchange d, and unchang eable  so l ong as he believed that he was upholding the light. Good Example F or Young Me n. Mr. Fletcher did not belong to a 4 » 4* 4* 4* *l* 4* 4* 4* ’3 * 4* t + 4* f  4* 4 * 4* WAS ONE OF THE PI ONEE RS 4*  OF MANKATO. 4'  4* 4 * 4* 4* 4* 4 * 4* 4* 4* 4* 4' 4*  * 4* 4* 4 * 4* L. G . M. FLETCHER. church or to a fraternal order, yet there was paternal ism in bis hand shake and  hri stianity in bis life and natives, lie was a good exa mple for young me n possessing those sterling qualities that make for  anli ness a nd sio lini ng the vices l "at pr ove to be pit falls for too ma ny. Studious, in- dustrious. prude nt in his financial  ffair.-. yet liberal when his reason was appealed la. standing steadily for I ds principles, he ma de a succe ss of life,  
lie might have plucked more of the  lighter joys as he trod life ’s pathway,  but home to hi m contained suffi cient  
of ha ppine ss, and it was not ne cessary  for him t o stray further away. He tooka deep intere st in liis home, and his  
farm was to him a per petual joy. It  was a delight to mingle with his old time friends and neighbors and discuss  
subje cts of interest, and lie was a close stude nt of the progress of eve nts in the outside worl d.  
Death Will Be La me nted. Mr. Fletcher*s deat h will be lamente d, and his fa mily will have the sincere sympathy of all in their bereavement., liis was a rugged character, coini ng dow n from colonial and revolutionary  stock, and he was such as ma de the success ful pi oneer. T heir places are bt iug taken by others, but the west will always poise to drop a tear at 
their graves. Mr. Fletcher’s children have the priceless inheritance of good e ducations a nd an unsullie d lamily ua me.  
I lie members of the lamily were all gathered ar ound the death bed, including Mr. and Mrs. t . L Buck wood of Minneapolis . The following biography of Mr. 1 letchei was taken fr om “Mankato Its  
First Fifty Years,” issued by I in* committee that had charge of the se mi ce ntennial celebration in 100 2. Father of e ducation in Ma nkato.  1.. (I. \l. Fletcher was known as the father of education in (bis city. Lie was born i n Stockholm, St. La urence county. New Y ork, February 13. 18 30. His pare nts were Adolphus and Sarah (Wellingt on) Flet cher. Mot h his pare nts were of English descent through colonial families noted i n the yearly history of New England. His fat her was a native of Walpole. New lamshire,  bor n in 170 3, and served as a private soldi er in the War of ISI2. J 1 is grandfather, i.uke Fletcher, ser ved through the War of the Devolution, fought at Newton, and, wintering at Valley Forge, was present at the surre nder of Yorktown. The Fletcher fa mily came fr<uu England in 1(530, and settled a Lowell. Alas-ae husetts. 
He spent hi s younger days on his father’s far m, attende d the common school and later the Si. Lawre nce a cade my, at Potsda m, and the Og densburg Aca demy, a mi tauglit school winters from the age of ninetee n to twenty-four.  
His father die d at the okl homestea d in IHo 1 . and liis mother in 1873. I n May. 183 -1. he started out to see t he world, lie stoppe d at Dubuque, l owa, and w hile there met a party of government surveyors, and e ngaged to go with them. Being a ctive, energetic. and qui ck to learn, he soon acquired a fair understandi ng of surveying. They started the survey July 
0, 1834, at the southea st corner of Blue Earth county, and ran west on the fir st standard parallel, reachi ng Mankato about August 13, of the same year, lie was so much please d with the country that lie tomludcd to locate there per mane ntly, and he was the  only one out of a party of forty me n that remained, lie immediately ma de a clai m, nort h of the prese nt town site, where lie built a homestead, a nd wher e la* resided for more tha n fiftyyears. 1 1 «• spent much of his time iu  those early years in locating new corners, surveying clai ms and making out papers . He locate d the Maple River  col ony and surveyed the land; he also surveyed and laid out several ad ditious (o the city of Mankato. He  
engaged in far ming, grain st oring, and i n the real estate business and ba nking and bas built many substantial business Mucks iu Mankato. I dentifi ed With Savings Bank.  fle was of the original incorporator -,of the Ma nkato Saving-. Kink, and 
lias been its presi dent sine • it s organization.  tb' was also one of the dire ctors ol the Ma nkato Manufact uring company, and lias been i nterested in various business institutions He was one of the original live who organized the republican party in Mankato, in lyjti. He was a me mber of the school MANKATO  board nearly all tin* time since 1800, a nil 
served the pe ople w ith zeal and marked capa city.  He helpe d to buil d the first school house in Ma nkato, in the . summer of 18 * ).">. and lie taug ht the first school in it in the winter of 18.>r> -18.5 0, and also in the winter of 18. 57 -1858. H e  
was circled to t he stale senate in 1883  and served for one term. I n fa ct he lets always been a prominent figure in the hi story and growth of Ma nkato. Success Attended His E fforts. Success attende d his e fforts, as a reward for well directed i ndustry, an I  with it all he secure d the confi dence and respe ct of bis fellow citize ns. Mr. Fletcher was a. gentlema n of corre ct habits, positive convictions, and strong friendships . He lias ever bee n a firm a nd unsw ering frie nd of the cause  
of popular e ducati on, and from bis earliest, citizenship at .Mankato ear nestly and un. -ellislih labore d to promote 
its success. For over lor tv years lie was identified with tin* school interest s of thi s city, and while he did, i n the positive declaration of his views, incur opposition, the earne stness and unmistakable honesty of bis purpose. commanded the confidence and support  of his constitue ncy, ena bling hi m to wie ld a large inlluenee in shaping a nd dire cting the policy of the public schools. H e was always on the si de of good government, and for simplicity and e conomy in all public a ffairs . Mr. Fletcher’s noble st monument will be hi s unswerving devotion to tin* school interests of this city. For this alone,  
he deserves, a nd will receive the lasting re me mbrance of all good citizens. Mr. Fletcher was married to .Mi ss Lucina Union, at Canton, New Y ork, Dece mber 3 0, 1858 . To this marriage four childr en were born. Ge orge Henry Carrie D., now the wife of Clielsie .1.  l’oek wood; Emma A., the wife of \V.  \Y. D avis; Harry E., born June 1 2,187 0; this child dying Aug ust 17. 1 870.  Mrs. Lucina Ba con Fletcher die d Septe mber 17, 1870. She was a true and noble w oma n, and died unusually beloved.  Mr. Fletcher - was . again, married, May 13 , 187*2 , to Susie M. Dyer, a teacher in the normal school of Mankato,  at New Sharon. Maine . To this marriage seven children were born, viz : Luei na E., born April 7, 187 3,  
who died dune 12, 18!M; Ella May, Jenni e 1)., Nellie, who died Septe mber 1 0, 188 4; Mildred K., L. G . 31. Jr and Edith A.  
The funeral will be hc'.d fr om the  house at 1:30 and fr om the Presbyterian  chur ch at 2:3 0 Sunday a fternoon. Funeral of the Late L. G . M. Fletcher  at the Presbyterian Church. From M onday’s Daily. The funeral of the late L. <«'. M . Fletcher, yesterday a fternoon, was one of the largest attende d in years. People from the country as well as city attende d it, and the Pr esbyterian chur ch was tilled. After brief services at the house at 1:3 0 o'cl ock, the re mains were taken to the church at 2:30 o' clock,   wher e ltcv. T. lie-- Pad'll prea ched a most excellent ser mon. The services were impressive, and the musi c, which  was furnished by the chur ch choir, was ex cellent. The Territorial Hist orical society and ot her old settlers had reserved scats. T he lloral offering s have seldom been . surpassed in l he city for number and beauty. D ue huge spray of r ose -, brought in duri ng Ihe services, covered the casket completely. | The line of backs, sleighs and carjiiages  to (llenwond cemetery was an j unii-uaily long one. and many eyes j were moiste ned as the re mains were  
consigned to their final resting pla ce, j The ge neral estee m in whi ch Mr. j Fletcher was held ha s bee n given expressi on to by many pe ople since bi s  death. His cleanness of character and spe ech lias been particularly referre dto. liis thoughts were always pure, a nd liis expressions were such as be-1  fitted any presence.   


