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L. G. M. FLETCHER PASSES AWAY;
WAS A LANDMARK IN MANKATO

Helped to Blaze the Way for the

Coming of the People to
This Section

He Assisied in Laying the Foun-

dation and Erecting Super-
structure of This City

Known as the Father of Educa- |

“tion Here: He Taught the
First Public School

His Life Was an Example For -'-_

Young Men to Follow: Man
of Sterling Worih

x'l"l"l'i"l*-i'l"l"l"l"l"l-l-:

# WAS ONE OF THE PIONEERS 1-[
+ OF MANRATO. %
+ s
++++-z-++++++++++]




Froem Friday's Daily.

Lafayette G. M. Fletcher passed
away peaccfully at his  bome  just
north of the city at G:45 o'clock this
morning, of pueumonia. Reports that
bis death had oeeurred were in civen-
lation Wednesday evening and  yes-
terday, and the publiec was preparsd to
reevive the verifled report this morning,
In fact, his family apd physicians bave
emtertained few hopes of his recovery
since  poeumonia  developed  Monday
worning. Three yvears ago, Mr. Fletcher
sulfered his first attack of this disease,
and it left him in a grestly weakened
comdition, which be never fully recover-
ed fiom, aml when the second attack
vame this week be had not the vitalty
apd reserve power to combuai it that
hwe possessed  before,

Taken With a Severe Coid.

Mr. Fieteher was takem with a »e
vere whl early last week, and by the
close of the werk became so  hoarse
that be conbl scareely speak. Sumlay
be was taken ill, apd Mowday wmorn-
ing preumonia developed,  He had the
best of medienl care, but the fight was
a hoveless one from the start.  Mr,
Fleteher comtinual to sink, with an oo
casional rmllying spell, wnti! lasi even-
ing be passed into an unconscions con-
dition, from  which he Jdid not  re
v er,

Although not unexpectial. Mr. Fleteh-
vi's dvath cast o shadow over the onn-
manity, where be had  lived amd  Ja-
bored so long, amd wheie e was o
well kuwown, Mle was one of the very
carliest, as well as  oblest, sobilers
in Mankate, apd bad liveld bere ever
sy the carly doys, when the state
was a territery amd Mankato a merw
sperk i e wikleroess, with little
wiere Lhan o steamisat laonding aml o
frw shacks=. But even then be load the
foresight te know that a great future
awaited this sectim, for e saw the
uteleveloped  resounes Iyving in the rich
rodl amd the abaelapt thwber sl the

|

uteleveloped resounes Iying in the rich
vkl omd the alupdapt timber awl the
rolil voek wand the cay  deposits, aml
et wo time i toking a claim, aml
wpem that he lived ever sioee,
Evidence of Public Sparit,

By carcful altention e detatls, in
evssant labeor, amd prcdent investioenis,
well  bawbhsd, M, Fleteher  succveded
i accmmalating  considerable  weans,
amd i recent enterprises calling for the
eaervise  of  public spivit  amd Dl
demations, svel as the bailding of the
Y. MC A, buikling aml the securing
of the Lathetan ludies’ seminery, aml
otlwr things, e was oone of the heavi-
eal  sulmerilers.  Ie was liberal with
his menns where be though it justified
by the resulis sounght, and was a f{ree
spender @ nthe interests of the public

eral with his private purse, he felt
that i publie office be lad o public
trust aml carefully serutimizal all ex-|
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chisrch or ta a

fratermal ocder, yet
there was patormal fsm in his hamd
shake oml christianity m his NHie and
patives. e wes a good example for
voung imen possessiing  those sterling
qualities that make for wmanliness and
sionping the wviees trat prove to be
pitfalle for too many. Studions, ine
dusirivus, prudent in his financial af-
fuirs, yet lilesal when his resson was
appeaiend 1o, slunding steadily for lis
principles, he made a suecoss of life.
He might have plaeked more of the
lighter joxs as he trod life's patbway,
but bhome to bim  contaiped sufficient
of lappiness, amd it was nol pevessary

{lior Lim to stray further away, He took |
A deep interest in his home, amd his

farm was o bim a perpetual joy, It

el s o delight to mingle with his old|

Yitime friends aml neighbors and disciss |

subjects of interest, and he was a close |
student of the progress of events in
the  outside  workd,



I Death Will Be Lamented, |

M, Fleteher's deanth will be Limeuted,
land his fomlly will have the suwerne
faympathy of all in their ereavemend.
His was o regeed  charaeter, coming
dowm Trom ovloninl  amd  revolntionary

(stork, awld be was such as made 'tlwlmﬂﬂd s 1851, amd lis mother in’
iswevessful - piopeer.  Their  places G N7 dn May, 834, he started out to
Dwing taken by others, but the wesl gpq (he worid. He stopped at Dubu-
will always goise (0 drop o tear ab gue, fowa, and while there met a party
their graves.  Mr. Fipteber™  ohildon of government  surveyors, amd  engaged
heve the priceless inberitamer of poud gy op with them.  Being active, ener-
edvucalions  aml  ap  wwsullicd  Tamily getie. and quick Lo learn, he soon ae-
TP L -!ﬂl'ﬂt a  fair m."ﬂ! ui  sure
The wemlers of the family were all veving, They started the survey Ju
gathered  svoumd  the death bed. - g 1eag, st tbe  southeast cormer  of
eludises Mr, sl Mes, O, 1 Hockwosl (jlue Earth counly, aml rn west on
of  Minueapolis, the  first  standard  paratiel,  reachiog
The foltlowing biography of Me, Vel Mankato about August 15, of Lhe s
chery was taken frvmn  “Mankato Ihlw. Tle was so mtch pleased with L
Fiest Filty Years™ bsucd Dy the com apuniry  thet e concluded  to locate
mittess (hat had ebarge of the sem | jhoge pormanently, amd he was e
centemial velelcabion in 1002 only e ot of @ party of forty wen|
Father of Vducation in Mankato.  lthat remaived.  He immediately made
Lo ML Fleteher was hnown as 100 1y olgiim, morth of the present M‘ll
father of wdueation in this citv. e Gle, where be built o homestend, nu[l
wis bworn o Blockbolm, S Iﬂlmgw“ ke reslded for wewe than I“'l._\f-l
cornty, New Yook, Felawary B3 IS gqes. Mo spent much of bis time o
Nis parents were Adolplas and Sarh | |
(Wellington)  Fleteher,  Both  his  par-

sl
history  of Nes  Englamd, il fother g suneved o .
was a mative of Walpole, New ‘Tam- | ditions to the cily of Mankato, He'
shive, Do in 17595, amd servd as a engaged in i
private sollier in the War of 1812 Hislin the weal edate business and bank.
grandiather, Luke Fleicher, seived |
throngh the War of the Revolution,
fought at Newton, amd, wintering Hdentified With :
at Valley Furge, was present at thel He was of the oviginal inenrpars
smvrvicker  of E-rkhmu. The Fleteher of e Mankato Savings Bk, E

-

family eame drom  England o G630, )
nod  setbh=l n bowell, Muasspehusells. |

He spoat kis yowsger days on  bis{pwetors of O Moukato Mantifact uring
father’s  farm.  attended  the common |company, aml has been  fnterested in
school and Jater the St Lawrenee aef- lygrious business He was'

demy, at Potsdam, and the Ogdens- g ,ﬂ-* o o7rd il
burg Aeademy, snd tanght sthool win- IRESIEEES * origiual ho organized

ters from the age of nincleen to (wen- |1y “ a mewmber of the school

ty-four.  1lis father died at the old[



with i sl he seewred e confidemes| Mr Fletcher was married to  Miss'
anid tespeet of bis fellow eitizens. Mr. Lucina Bacon, at Cantom, New York,|
Fleteber was o gentleman of corveet  Decomber 30, 1858, To this mlﬂi-gr
halits, poshive comvictions. and st our children were Lo, George Hemry |
friemlsbips.  Me has ever beew a fiom Carrie D, now the wife of Chelsie a2
and  wnswering  friend  of the  canse Rockwood: Emma A, the wife of Ww.!
of popular  olucition, aml  from his W, Davis; Hary E. borm Jume 12,
earliest  cltizemdip  at Mankato  ear 18700 this child dying August 17, 1570,
westly and wneellishly  lalored to o IMrs. Lucing Bacon Fletcher died Sep-
mole its suess,  For over Torly veams | pember 17, 1870, She was o troe and
b woas bbembilied with he schosd h-‘nulnlr woman, and died unusuzally e
teiests of this eity, aml while he Jdil, Joved,

TR o Pn-hh'q.l- dieclaration of his Vi"ll-"l.i Alr. T - way | 'Fi.- married,
iweur  opposition, the comnestaess  and May 1.',, to’ Susie M. Dyer, a
unmistakalde  bomesty  of  his  purpose, teacher in th pormal sehool of Man-
comanded e confidence and support kato, at New Sharon, Maine. To this
i his  constititency, cmabling him 10 garriage  seven  children  were o,
wiell a lJarge influence in shaping aml vig: Lucinn E, borm April 7, 1873,
directing  the poliey of the public who died June 12, 1591; Ella May,
sebools.  Me was alweys on the side Jepmie D, Nellie, who died September
of gool government, aml for simplicity | 10, 18si: Mikdeed B, Lo G. M. Jr,
aml ccouomy in all public affairs. Mr. lamd Edith A.

Fleteher's noblest monoment will be lui-q The funmeral will be Le'd from the
unswerving devotion to the sehool in- ‘hm at 10 apd from the Preshy- '

terests of this city. For this alowe, lteriun church at 2:30 Sumday  after-

lie ddeserves, aml will receive the hlulﬂ, S, i
remembrance of all good citizens, | - » -




Fﬂlrll of the Late L. G. M. Fletcher
at the l’l-b'llnn Church.
From Monday's Daily

The fumersl of the e L. G M
Fletebier, yestenday afternoon, was owe
of the largest attemds] in yesrs.  Pes
ple from ihe eountry as well as ﬁl:.
atbended i, and the Prebyterien oh
lwas Gilled. After brief serviees at h-'
boswse at 130 ofleck, the emaine were
taken fo the chunh at 2:50 o'cock,
where Rev, T. Ress Paden preache] o
mosk  exevlbent  sevwon.  The  servies: |
were impreccive, aml ihe musie, which
woe Tarnished by the chimred ohoir, was
eavellent.

The  Temritorial  Historieal  socicly
amel  other ol settlers  hd  reserved
sele,  The fMoral oflferings lave selion
Leen surpasaed in the cily for momber
aml Deanty. Coe buge spray of roeses,
beoupht in during the wrviees, covered
Whe vachet completely

The Hue of backs, shighs aml car-
rhges to Glenwoml  ovmelery  was an
|uwu-l|l.ll_s' g o, amd many eres
were  moistensd  as  the remains  were
|mnlpnnl to their fimal resting ploce.
| The peneral esteem in whieh  dir,
{Fletibwr was bell has been given exs
pression to by many  people simewe bis
drath, Mis cleanness of character awl
|pm.-h las  been particalarly  referm!
to.  Mis thoughts were alwavs pure,
and his expressions were sl oas bee

lll;ld amy presence.




