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Melissa A nd Mark Hortman Obit uary  
Melissa Hortma n - 1 970 -2025  
Mark Hortman - 1966 -202 5  
 
Melissa Anne H ortman (née Haluptzok) was born on May 27, 197 0 in Fridley, Minnesota. Mark David Hort man was born on Nove mber 3 0, 196 6 in Atlanta, Georgia. Mark and Melissa were tragically taken from their fa mily, friends, and loved ones on June 1 4, 2025. T hey lived lives full of love, dedicati on,  and service.  
 
Melissa graduated from Blaine High School in 1 988, re ceived her undergra duate degree from Boston University in 1991 , her law degree from the University of Minne sota Law School in 1995 , and a Masters i n Public Administration from the Harvard Ke nne dy School in 201 8. Melissa learned early from he r parents about the importance of followi ng the Gol den Rule, and the value that "to w hom much is given, much is expected." She felt she ha d the ability and the obligation to serve others. Partly attributable to Abraha m Li ncoln, and partly attributable to Walter Mondale, Melissa believed that a worthy pathway to publi c service was to become a lawyer. She started her legal career at Legal Aid, suing discrimi natory landlor ds. She won a record-setting verdict in a housi ng discri mination lawsuit.  
 
Melissa qui ckly realized there was only so much she could accomplish throug h litigation, and ran for the Mi nnesota House of Re presentatives. A fter three tries, she won in 20 04, eventually rising to the ra nk of Mi nority Leader and then S peaker of the House. Early in her legislative career, she focused on transportation and energy policy, writing Minne sota's trailblazing solar energy standard a nd community solar laws. Melissa wa s the longe st-serving femal e Speaker in Minnesota hist ory, and led during the historic 2 023 -202 4 sessi on, described by many as the most pr oductive in 50 years. Her incredi ble  record of accomplishment was only matched by her humility and her ever-present instinct to defer credit or accolades.  
 
Outside of her work, Melissa enj oyed cross country skiing and garde ning. She love d baking and woul d frequently bring in cakes for her staff.  
 
Mark graduated from the University of North Caroli na at Chapel Hill in 1989 and receive d an MBA from the University of Minnesota Carlson School in 2011 . He worked for IBM in Maryland while Meli ssa interne d in Washington D.C. When t hey both sig ned up to volunteer as me ntors at a local school, they were matche d to the sa me student. They were engaged three months later. Melissa a nd Mark got married on August 13, 199 3.  
 
A highly-skilled professional, Mark worked for a de cade for John's Auto Parts , the Halupt zok fa mily busi ness, a nd ha d a fruitful career in the tech industry, most re cently working for nVent.  
 
Mark was a man of many hobbies and interests, and he always loved to try new thi ngs. He fell in love with mountain biking - a hobby he picke d up from his son, Colin. He was a n excellent pocket billiards player. What started as a hobby beca me more seri ous, with Mark taking lessons, becoming co-ca ptain of a Monday team at CRs Sports Bar. He experi mente d with brewing beer at home and at one time considere d ope ning a distillery. Mark had a monthly car d game with friends and had recently picked up woodworking as his newe st hobby. But most of all, Mark was frie ndly, outgoi ng, and ge nuine .  
 
Mark and Melissa loved to travel around the country and the worl d with their fa mily, creating lifel ong memories and a n appre ciation for natur e, different communities, and the bea uty of the w orld around the m. The Hortma n fa mily volunteere d with Helping Paws, an orga nization that trains servi ce ani mals and t hey broug ht two dogs i nto their home to train. Melissa and Mark's da ughter Sophie partnere d with Mark to successfully train Minnie, who i s now paire d with a veteran. Gilbert's infectious energy and love of pe ople force d hi m to choose the di ffere nt career path of H ortman fa mily dog. Melissa's greatest love, outside of her family, was reserved for Gilbert.  
 
Mark and Melissa are survived by their childre n, Colin and Sophie, Mark's pare nts J. Carroll Hort man and Ruth Russell -Stern, and Meli ssa's pare nts Harry and Li nda Haluptzok.  
 
Melissa and Mark Hort man will lie in state with Gilbert at the State Capitol on Friday, June 27 with an opportunity for the publi c to pay their respects. A private funeral will take place Saturday, June 2 8 with invitations fr om state partners on behal f of the fa mily.  
 
If you would like to honor the me mory of Mark and Melissa, please consider the following suggestions fr om their childre n, Sophie and Colin:  
 
Plant a tree. 
Visit a local park and make use of their ame nities, especially a bike trail. 
Pet a dog. A golde n retriever is ideal, but any will do.  
Tell your loved ones a cheesy da d joke and la ugh about it. 
Bake something - bread for Mark or a cake for Melissa, a nd share it with some one .  
Try a new hobby and enj oy learning somethi ng.  
Stand up for what you believe in, especially if that thing is justice and pea ce.  
 
"The be st way to honor our pare nts' me mory is to do somethi ng, whether big or small, to make our community just a little better for some one else ."  
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