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DEATH CLAIMS 
HON W R KINYON 

Promlnenl Pioneer Banker and 1-'in • 

ancJtt Pa.~ .\ way A t H ome 

Tue..llay Morning. 

WAS I N l<'All.JXO HJ,JAJ,TH 

BY REASON OF OLD AGE 

'Die F a.nc-raJ \\' a,i H eld From His 

Dome On Thunlday 

Mterucx,n. 

B on. w. R. K inyon died at his 
bome in thle city last Tuesday, June 
2d, In the morn In,; at 8: 16 o'clock. 
llr. Klllyon's death was cauaed from 
utbma and cbonlc bronchltlB. He 
,ru aged 81 yeani, a months and 21 
a~a. Tho funor-al wa11 held from 
tbe house la1t Tuesday after noon 
at 2 o'clock, Rev. E. E. Emhotr, 
putor of the Presbyterian church 
officiating. Dr. oaorge C. Tanner 
from Faribault, an old friend oC the 
family, and pioneer of thle county, 
otrered prayer. Tbe body was laid 
to rest In the ramlly vaul t In For ­
eat HIil cemetery. Mr. Kinyon la 
1urvlved by an only 110n, George R. 
K inyon and a large circle of rela• 
tl.-ea and trlende. Mr. Kinyon has 
e-.er enjoyed tbe respect and esteem 
and honor or hie associates, business 
friends and Iellow townsmen. Tbe 
following biography from tbe Hie• 
orr of Steele County le of Interest; 

H on. William Riley l<lnyon, r&­
flred preeldenc ot the First Nat.Iona! 
Bank, hae bad a o active part In the 
upbuild Ing ot Steele county and his 
1brewd business acumen and In• 
tegrlty has assisted the farmers and 
business men oC the county in 
weathering more than one period or 
financial stre,11. Ile was born In 
Jefferson county, r.ew York, Feb­
ruary n: 1833 and there received his 
early education. Left fatherless at 
the age of seventeen years, he bad 
to work hard as a youth, doing va­
riou& odd Jobs, Including servlce In 
a dalry. Determined to make the 
moat of ble talents and to rise above 
his clrcumatancee be epe11t all bia 
spare time in reading and study. 
Later b)' stern self-denial he wao 
enabled to etudy a few terms at 
Union Academy, Belleville, :0.. Y. 
Laboring under almost every con­
ceivable disadvantage be neverthe­
less. at the age or twenty-one, in 
185◄ , was so far advance<! as to en­
ter the junior class or 1Jnlon College, 
Schenectady, N. Y., graduating with 
honors and delivering Lbe ,,a)edlc· 
tory or the Adel1>blc Society. The 
two winters before graduating, he 
taught 11<:hool, following the college 
cur riculum all the time and keeping 
up with bis claases. Soon after com­
pleting his studies in college, Mr. 
K Jnyon moved to Juneau, Wis. , and 
taught school one year. SubseQuent­
ly he lll)lll\t IIGVOrll.l moot.ha in tb<> 
office of the clerk ot lhe court, read­
i ng law all lhe lime he was in Ju­
neau. In the spring of 1858 he 
waa nllmlUed to the bar, and the 
same year came to Owatonna being 
admitted w practice at once upon 
hi& arrival. A few da.ys after Mln-

l!BOta._ wu admitted as a state. Mr. 



 

Kinyon purchased a &mall bufldlng 
wbere the First National Bank build­
Ing 1& located. Here he opened 
a Jaw and abstract office. ln 18 66, 
in company with Jason C. Easton, 
be opened a private bank which bas 
1ince become the First National r.----------------­
Bank. ln the early days Mr. Kin- Commandery, No. 9, Knight• Temp• 
yon became auoclated In law prac- Jar. 
lice with the late Hon. Lewis L. Mr. Kinyon wa1 originally a Doug-
Wbeelock, a partnership which con.- las Democrat, but etnce the outbreak 
tinned unt1J 1872, when Mr. KJnyon or the Civil w ar he hne adhered to 
retJred from the law to d8\'0te all the Republlca11 pKrly. The subJecl 
hi& time to finance, or thla Bketcb was married In Do-

In 1903 after thirty-three years or cember 18[;7, at Juneau, Wi" .. 10 

faithful and elllclent service, Mr. Mettle O1llet, and to this union bas 
Kinyon r esigned hJs poaltloo as pres- been born one son, Oeorgo R., 
jdent. of the First Natlooal Bank president or thr Firs, Natlon:11 Bank. 
and retired. Since then be has tr&v• The life and ebaractcr of \Vllllam 
eled exten11lvely, taking various trips R. Kl nyon neetl 110 eulogy fronl the 
to Europe, through old Mexico, and ,pen or tho biographer. H h1 nume 
through the Canal Zone, Including l haa been prominent In tbe atrolrs ot 
Panama and Venezuela. Mr. Kinyon • the county and state tor un•r batr a 
was a. member or the lower house or century, and in all tbat t ime his In• 
the Minnesota Legielature jn 1869, ; tegrily bas never been qut>stloned. 
chlet clerk ot the same house in Samuel and Dolly (Wheelock) Kln-
1869 and 1870, and again member ' yon. parents or W . R. 1Clnyon, were 
and also apeaker or the house In &1aunch old New 1£t1ghuiiler11. ThC' 
1875 and 1876. ,grnntltalher, Joshua Kinyon, was lo 

He h114 been a member of the Vermont. Isaac and Lydia (Har­
school bbard and or the city council. rlngton) Gillette, parents of Mrs. 
Since 1883 he baB been treasurer of I "'· R. Kinyon, were natives of 
what la now Plllabury Academ:l'J and \Vayne countl', Now York. They 
also 1'erved on the e:i:ecutlve com- rettled In Wlr.consln In 1856, and la­
mUtee. Few men have been more ter came to Minnesota. The father 
active in Masonry In this state than died at an early age, and the 
Mr. Kinyon. He was the first Wor- 1· motber died In Owatonna In 1901. 
ablpfuJ Master ot Star 1n lbe East lht' war of l 812. Samuel Kinyon was 
Lodge No. 33, A, F. & A. M., a.nd a successful farmer. Tbe Wheelocks 
tbe 11ec9nd commander or the Cyrene are one of the oldest families ln 
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