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Legislator Will Enter Communal Religious Sect 

CARROU KING 
l,eai·t• legislalurc 

' 

By JOHN C, McDONALD 
Mlnnupoll, Tribune 

Stall Wrll , r 

State Rep. Carroll King, 
33, has quit his job and an• 
nounced he will not rnn 
for re-election to the legis­
lature because he, his wife 
and five children are join­
ing a communal religious 
group in Farmington, Pa. 

King told the M inneap­
olis T ribune Tuesday his 
family already has depart­
ed for Farmington. 

He will leave i n two or 
three weeks, he said, when 
he completes turning over 
his duties to his successor 
as manager of the Denham 
(M inn.) Co-operative asso-

c1ation, a 11eneral store. 
THE ONE-TERM liberal 

l egislator said there nre 
about J30 persons in the 
Oak Lake Bruderhof com• 
munity in which he will 
live. lie said the sect has 
about 2,000 members nl• 
together, in several states 
and in Paragu1y, Uruguay, 
England and Ge1 many. 

Some of the membe1s 
were driven out or Ger• 
many by Adolf J Ii t ier. 

"The community is a 
church organism." he said 
y esterday, "similar in its 
concepts to the Huttcr ians 
(but w i th a broader out­
look). 

" Members s u r r e n de r 
themselves, their posses-

s1ons and their spirit I'm 
A01ng with the intention or 
hecominf.t a member (the1 e 
i,; a probationary period), 
1f r pro\c myselr big 
enough." 

Kl G SAID perhaps he 
w ill be accused of "fanati 
cism," but he said thc1 e i,; 
no hint or that. lie and his 
wife were rearrd as Meth• 
odists, his wife's parents 
be i n g missionaries 111 
China. 

"You have to look at the 
revolutionary aspects or 
t he Christian faith 2,000 
years ago," he explained. 
"There is a similari ty here. 

"Today you find your­
self compromising in your 
daily living, i n your poli-

t1c!i, in your fll,th You dr. 
nde such a community (u~ 
l'nrmmgton) won't wo1 k, 
but }'OU sec that 1l does" 

Kmg s,11d ~ome people 
hove told him he could do 
more 1100d here in Minne­
sota than by going nwny, 
hut he snid he found 1l too 
easy here to "occommoclntt> 
your faith lo }Our own 
1:omfort." 

THE BRUDERHOF com• 
munity manufactures toys 
and playthings for com­
munity playgrounds. This 
forms the economic bo~e 
for two communities. he 
said, and part of the base 
for a third. 

' 'I'll fit into the rom• 

munitv the best w u y I 
urn," hr ~.1id. 

King related he hrc~me 
1ntrrrst1•d Ill the rommu­
nity hrrau~c a friend of 111-; 
in World Wor II service 
hetongccl to a s l m I I n r 
group. J Ir v i s l t 1• d the 
J 11end a year ogo, he sold, 
nnd still wo<; not much in­
tc-rcstcct I le prom1\rcl 10 
1 e1u1 n for n longer visit. 

L11~t month he and his 
wife ond four of lhr ch1l• 
dren ~pent two weeks in 
the community and drcid• 
ed to become part of it. 
The l{ing children range 
from 2 years of age to 0. 

King graduated f r o m 
Umversi ty or Minnesota in 
1947. 
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