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Dayton Mur der i Victim Former State Legislator .Crucifix Identifies  Frank L. Kelly of M ankato, Once Student at U niversity.  Bandit  Believed to H ave Sl ain Him for M oney and Automobile.  Hunt for' Slayer Shi fts to Minneapolis  in Tr ail of Stolen C ar. Fr ank  L. Kelly of  Mankato, Mi nn., former m ember of the Mi nnesota Legislatur e and s tudent at the U niversity Of Minnesota law  school, i n beli eved to be the m an Who w as m urdered near the D ayton school early Thursday  mor ning. The m urdered m an's body w an burned when the school w ag fired to conceal tha cr ime. Identity w as established last night thr ough a cr ucifix found i n tha r uins  f the fir e. Later It  was  discovered that Kelly had l: ft M ankato Wednesday in his  automobile, accompani ed by a str anger, after telling acquaintances fee w as g oing to Elk River. The D ayton school Ik on the Jefferson highw ay, midw ay betw een Elk River and Anoka. R obbery R elieved Motive. R obbery Is  believed to have been the m otive for the m urder. It is  know n that Kelly  had 1300 when ha l ef t Man-kato, and It is  believed that tha m an with hlin,  al one or with the aid of confeder ates  who Joined the- party betw een M ankato and Day ton, killed him for the money and his car. Sheriffs Earle 
Brow n of H ennepi n county and IT. G. Pratt of  Anoka lat  night w ere w orki ng op this theory and it  was  believed that m ore than one m an took part  in the killing. The stranger w ho left wi th Kelly is D escribed as bei ng about 30 years old, I  feet 10 i nches tall, w eighing about 175 pounds, with blue eyes, fair com plexi on and light hair. H e had tol d persona In Mankato that he waa from M oose Jaw , Saskatchew an. Boasted of H um R unning. He had boasted that he had tw o brothers In the N orthwes t M ounted police, and that he could clip across the C anadian bor der with contraband liquor  without troubl e. H e sai d he had a fcr other-ln-l aw livlnit  in BemidjI , Minn. One theory w aa that Kelly had been l ured from M ankato on the promise of being abl e to purchase liquor In the Twin Cities or  far ther north.  Search fr the mur der er shifted to Minneapolis las t night.  Sheriffs Brow n and Pr att,  and C ounty  Attorney V. A. Blanchard of Anoka county r eturned to Minneapolis from  Mankato, w here they had Identifi ed the mur der ed man, and began a systematic search of g arages for Kelly's car. C om plete Inscripti on of Car . D etectives working under Frank C ol-well,  head of the polIr autom obile quad, found yes ter day that the car, a Scrlpps-Booth 
model, had ben stored In V Mi nneapolis gar age Thursday night, hut had bw n taken out yes ter day m orning. Insur ance papers obtained at M ankato g ave a mor e compl ete descripti on, and it  was  believed the m achi ne w oul d be found. Kelly w as  a mem ber of the House f  Representatives l a the state Legisl ature from Blue Ear th county In 1809 and 1911. H e was bor n In that county,  and waa graduated from St.  John's C ommerci al college and Madell a high vhool.  He attended a business  coll ege In Minneapolis and then enter ed the University  law school. In 1905 he r eturned to Madulia,  where h took  up farming. Auto Sal esm an. Tw o years  ago he m oved to M ankato wkh his wi fe and tw o childr en, and I  nee has  beesi em pl oyed by the Simon-ette Autom obil e company as a salesman. Mrs . Kelly r ecognlied the cr uclfli found i n the burned school as  one car. ti ed by her husband. George Btel n of the M ain Auto livery, It Third street north, tol d deputy sheriffs  yesterday that he w as the man w ho drove to a store at Champll n a- few hours after the m urder end purchased g asoli ne. H e said he w as accompanied by a w oman and that his car had been .  damag ed. His s tory  cleared up that angle of the search. Police las t night w ere 
sent to Ml n-XeaptC  addresses Kelly Is  know n to have visited during: trips to the Twin Cities  to learn if possibl e the acquaintances be bad established.  

 

 

 



 

 

Reprinted by permission of the Star Tribune (Minneapolis, MN). 


	The Minneapolis Morning Tribune, December 24, 1921, P.1.

