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RESPONDS TO 
DEATH'S CALL 

Hon. Lewis L. Wheelock Passed 
Away Suddenly Last 

Friday. 

GRIM REAPER IS AT WORK 

Samuel W. Farmer Died Wednes­
day Night - Many Other 

Deaths. 
Honorable Lewis L. Wheelock died 

of heart failure at his home 812 
South Elm street last Friday after­
noon at 4:30 o'clock. Mr. Wheel­
ock had been in poor health tor sev­
eral years but not-with-standing his 
bodily strength falllng kept steadily 
at his work in the law offices of 
Wheelock & Sperry. Severe spells of 
illness kept him at home the greater 
part of the spring and he had ap­
parently recovered. Only the day 
previous he had been to Farmington, 
Minn., where he delivered the ad­
dress at the Memorial day exercises. 
On his return home he felt tired and 
rested well overnight. Friday morn­
Ing he felt fatigued and remained at 
nome. In the afternoon shortly af­
ter 4 o'clock, Mr. Wheelock walli;_ed 
Into the kitchen where his wi!e was 
looking after her household work. He 
fell to the floor and passed away. Al­
tho every effort and aid was given 

him by his wife. 
Prominent among the men who 

have taken an active part in develop­
Ing the resources and In advancing 
the interests of Owatonna and of the 
state was Hon. Lewis L. Wheelock. 
Ever patrotlc and ready to do right 
as he saw his duty Judge \Vheelock 
won the esteem, reverence and re­
spect of all his associates, fellow citi­
zens and acquaintances. He was a 
good Christian man. Mr. ·wheelock 
Is a son of Lewis L. \Vheelock, Sr., 
and Mary Howe Wheelock, and was 
born at l\fannsvllle, Jefferson county, 
New York state on November 12, 
1839. At the early age of ten years, 
Mi,. \Vheelock was left an orphan, 
and thrown upon hie own resources. 
He received his early education In 
the public schools of his native state, 
and at the age of twenty was em­
ployed as a teacher in the Macedon 
Academy, In "\Vayne county, New 
York., serving In that capacity until 
the outbreak of the Civil War. In 
1862, be enlisted as a private In the 
One Hundred and Sixtieth, New York 
Volunteere; wae muetered In as first 
lieutenant of Company B. He was 
subsequently promoted to Captain 
of Company C., of the same regir;.\ent, 
and served a trifle over three years. 
At the battle of Operguon, near Win­
chester, September 19, 1864, he was 
wounded In the tight arm, below the 
elbow, and was laid up for a month. 
Hie regiment was mustered out at 
Savanah, Georgia In November 1865. 
The colonel of thls regiment was 
Charles C. Dwlgkt, of Auburn, New 
York. Captain Wheelock r ead law 
with Mr. Dwight, came to Owatonna 
In 1866, and was admitted to uie bar 
In 1867. Subsequently he went to 
Georgia, and as connGCted with the 
Freedmen's Bureau for some months. 



commlttfl't. He waa afterward• ap. 
pointed 001tmaator of Owatonnll. ln 
1887 be wu elecled deJ>llrtment com. 
mal'!der for Mlnneaota or the Grand, 
Army of the Republic. Mr. Wheel­
ock dU-rlng bis 11ervtce In the state 
11onnte, became one of the most tn-s 
lluenllal and prominent member11 of 
lhnt body, being an able 11peaktr &ltd 
parll&lll<)nto.rlan. For many Ytnra he 
hlls given Wa service on tho board 
or dlrectorll or the Owntonnn Free 
Public library, holding the office ot 
President, which ho bold at the time 
of hh, death. Hl11 many year's resi­
dence lo Owatonna, together with 
llie vnrlous public offices " 'h lch he 
hne held, and the oront111ent part he 
bns taken In 11ul.lle and political mat­
ters. have made him woll-tuown 
throughout the etate. 

Judge Wheelock'• homo was al­
ways a haven of r est. At home be 
was bavP>- On July 26. 187t, Mr. 
Wheelock was married to Mis& Ada­
line Burch of Hillsdale, ~tlchtgan. 
Seven children were born to them or 
whom fonr are living. They are Ar­
chur D., of Seattle, Wash.; Dwight or 
Idaho; Paul at home and Mrs. Paul 
H. Evans of lhle city. Mrs. Wheel• 
ock died February 24, 10&1. Jn 

He returned north In 1868, attended April 1902, Mr. Wheelock married 
a course oC lectures at the Albany Mrs. P. L . lnglls, ot Chlca1;0. hie 
Law school and then opened an ot- friendship ror whom dJltcd back to 
flee at Owatonna. In 1879 Judge his llfe In Macedon Academy. Judge 
Wheelock formed a partnership with Wheelock was a lite-long member 
Wesley A. Sperry, the Jaw firm being or tho Flret Congregational chur ch 
styled Wheelock & Sperry. Since In this ci ty. There Is no laugua.i::e at 
residing In this city, Mr. Wheelock. our commll.Dd by which we ca11 flt­
has been city attorney and judge of tingly portray the sincerity ot this 
probate. In 1876-7 Mr. Wheelock m<ta',s Chrl.stl1u1 character; <tad In the 
was in the State Senate. During experience of a lifetime, the writer 
both sessions he was cl airman of the hereof can safely say, he never met 
committee on education, and also one who seemed to more nearly walk 
served on the railroad and judiciary hand In hand with God. Conscience 

guided every act. He was a model 



 

- . 
of mental Industry In his elforts to 
entertain and instruct his people. He 
was strictly honest In the service he 
rendered. In short, he was :•.ot only 
a model Christian, hut he was an 
honorable gentleman, In the high­
est sense that term Implies. To man, 
woman or child, saint or sinner, he 
always extended a cordial greeting, 
that lent a ray of light to brighten 
their pathway in the journey of life. 
He commanded the respect of all 
sects and classes of people, as the 
attendance at his funeral fully veri­
fied. It was so perfectly natural tor 
him to do right. 

The funeral of the late Hon. L. L. 
'Wheelock will be held this Friday 
afternoon. The first service will be 
held at the family residence, 812 
south Elm street, at one o'clock, and 
at 1: 30 o'clock from the First Con­
gregational church, Rev. Everett 
Lesher to preach. Cyrene Command­
ery No. 9, Knight Templar will be in 
charge of the services at the church 
and the James A. Goodwin Post :>.o. 
81, G. A. R., will be charge of the 
rites at the grave in Forest 1-1111 
ce~etery. 


	The People’s Press, June 7, 1907, p. 10

