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JOHN FRANCIS \VI-lEATON.

The story of the life of the subject of this
sketch is an interesting one. Born, with the dark
blood of the negro race flowing in his veins, and
confronted with all the obstacles of race preju­
dice, John Francis Wheaton has climbed a
rugged path such as few men have successfully
surmounted, and "von for himself a record and
a name that would be envied by any man. He
was born at Hagerstown, vVashington County,
l\1aryland, :May 8, 1866, the son of Jacob P. and
Emily B. YVheaton. lIe is able to trace back
his ancestry, as far, on the paternal side, to his
two grcat-gTandfathers, and his great-grandfather
on the maternal side. The father of his paternal
grandmother was an Englishman who settled in
Virginia as a planter. His name was Thomas
Buckingham. The father of his paternal grand­
father. was also a Virginia planter whose' Afro­
American son was his slave. Upon the death of
this planter, he liberated his dark-hued son, at
the age of twenty-four years. I twas fro111 this
planter that \iVheaton's family took its name.
His maternal great-grandparents were both slaves
of the Wingert family in l\Jfaryland. He attended

the public schools of his native town until his
thirteenth year, and then for two years a school
in Ohio. Later he took a course of study in
Storer College, at Harper's Ferry, yVest Virginia,
graduating from the State N onnal Depaliment
in 1882, as valedictorian of his class. The funds
which enabled him to receive 'an education were
earned by him shining shoes, milking cows, etc.
The laws forbidding. anyone to teach school
under nineteen years of age were finally set aside
by young .vVheaton hein~' able to pass a rigid test
examination. He taught school for a few terms,
but entered into politics before he was nineteen
years of age, exhibiting considerable ability as a
stump speaker. \iVhen but twenty-one years of
age his name was presented to the Republican
county convention of \iVashington county, l\Jary­
land, f~r nomination as candidate for the state
legislature, but he withdrew his name after re­
ceiving a flattering complimentary vote of
one hnndrecI and twenty out of a necessary
one hunclred ancI flfty votes. In 1887, 1889 and
1891 he served as a delegate to the state con­
vention, and in 1888 attended the Republican

. national cO~1Vention at Chicago as an alternate
delegate. During a large share of this time he
was teaching school at Vlilliamsport and study­
ing law in the office of Hon. Albert A. Small,
a prominent Im~lyer of :Maryland. In 1888 he
took a course in the Dixon Busin,ess College,
at Dixon, Illinois, and during the campaig"n of
that year was engaged as a stnmp speaker by the
Republiqm national committee to stump Illinois,
Indiana and Ohio. In February, 1889, he was
elected temporary chairman of the state l\epnb­
lican convention al l~altil11ot"l', amI successfully
quieted the warring factions. He was a canc1i-'
date for the superintendency of the house docu­
ment room in YVashington, but was turned down
aftet; the place had been promised him. He was,
however, given a clerkship in the same depart­
ment, which he helel during" the Fifty-first con­
gress. yVhile in 'vVashington he attended the law
department of Howard University, graduating in
l\1ay, 1892. On his retnrn home he made a·
bitter fight for admission to the bar, and was
finally allowed to take an examination, which he
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passed successfully. It was on,ly after tcn months
of persistcnt effort, however, that Judge R. I-I.
Alvcy, now chief justicc of thc suprcmc court of
the District of Columhia, and a mcmbcr of tllc
Vcnezudan commission admittcd him to prac­
tice. He was the tirst colored man admitted to
practice outside the city of Baltimore, and the
fourth in the state. In 1892 the colored Repuh­
licans of his state elected him as a delegate,-at­
large to represent them in the Republican. na­
tional convention in J\1inneapolis,' but his creden­
tials were not accepted. Tiring of his continual
struggle against the disadvantages imposed upon
men of his color, ]\11'. \tVheaton moved to :Minne­
apolis,. :May 1, 1893. That he might be admitted
to practice before the ]\/[innesota courts he took
a two ycars' law course at thc lVlinncsota State
Univcrsity in onc year, and was electcd orator
of his class. .Hc took an activc part in the cam­
paign of 1894 and entered the lists as a
candidate for thc office of reading clerk in
~he lower house of the legislature. After a hard
contest he was beaten by one ballot, but subse-'
quently was elected as assistant file and reading
clerk. In 1895 he was appointed deputy clerk
in ~he municipal court of J\1inneapolis, which
position he now holds. He ,vas elected by accla­
mation as alternate delegate from thc Fifth' Min­
nesota congressional district to the Republican
national convention at St. Louis in 1896, having
the distinction of being thc first colored man to
reprcscnt 1\1 inncsota. in a. national convcntion.
J\[r. \\Theaton is a lllClllher of the l\Tasonic fra­
ternity. Hc was marric<.l Junc 6, 1889, to .Miss
Ella Chambers, a graduate of \iVilbcrforce Uni­
versity, Ohio. They have two children, Layton
J. and Frank P.

\iVILLIA1\'I EDvVIN I-IE\iVITT.

J\11". I-Icwitt, who is an attorney-at-law prac­
ticing in J\ 1inncapolis, is of pionccr Amcrican
stock. On his father's side the family line in­
cludes John Hmvland and Elizabeth Tilley, of the
ldayflower. His progenitors on the maternal side
were early Virginia settlers. He was born at Le

Claire, Iowa, Scptcmbcr 23, 1861, thc son of VV.
H. Hewitt, one of the pioneers of the Hawkeye
state, and Anna Davenport (Hewitt). vVilliam
received his early education in the common
schools and academy of his native town. The
fll"St money he ever eamed by his own efforts
was made by carrying newspapcrs when a boy.
l:Iaving dccided to make the practice of law his
vocation in life, he entered the law office of
Jell kins, Elliott & Winkler, of lVI ilwaukce to take
tip its study. I,ater he ylltered the Jowa State
University, taking a cuurse in its law dcpartment,
fro111 which he graduated in 1882. He removed
to Chicago -and became connected witl,1 the law
firm of :Mason Brothcrs, .of that city, acting as
l~1al1agillg clerk. This position he held until his
removal to Minneapolis in 1886 to engage in the
Iiractice of his profession. 1\11'. Hewitt 'has been
quite successful fro111 the start and has built up
a profitable practice. His early political affilia­
tions were with the Dcmocratic party, but after
maturer consideration he attached himself to the
Republican party. He ,"vas married in 1888, at
:Minneapolis, to Miss Mabelle Van Sickler. They
have two daughters, lIarfiCt and :l\1arjorie.


