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Tho nama of Jool B, Bassett, a plos
neer resident of Minnesota, v.‘lo died
in California, 1s prominent in the ree-
ords of the dev niupmanl of Minneapo-
lis. Although pust 55 years old he kept
abreast of the times and his coundel
was found valuable by many of the
younger builders of the ecity. News
of Mr, Bussett's death eame’ late yos:
t-!rdav from Los Angeles, where he hml
heen living. The mess rom Wil
iam L. Bassett to L, P. Dolliff of the
L. P. Dolliff Lumber company, \\.'hn
was Mr. Bassett’s b

Mr. Bassett was born in New Hamp-
shire of ald ker stock, When youn,
he went to ne, where he eug-s;g‘
in his first business venture, and
came to Minneapolis, Ile was the first
probate judge of Hennepin county and
acquired the title o' Bassett. |
Later he beeame Indian agent and was
known as ‘‘Major’’ Bassett. It was
Mr. Bassett who made the treaty un-
der the terms of which the Whte
Earth reservation was purchased for
the Indians; it was he who superin-
tended the removal of the Indians to
the reservation, built their houses and
a_gtist mill, and had much of the laud
plowed.

He was an enthusiastic supporter of
the old Friends church, which formerly

]. | stood at Hennepin and Fourth street

where the Webb block now stands,
" Introduces Band Saw.
e

tive, gave few details of the puusing

lof the early settler.

Mr, Bassett came to St. Anthony
from Maine in 1851, when, it is sad,

Colonel Stevens whs the only white
settler on the south side of the Mis-
sisippi. Mr. Baseeit wettled on a

.| homestend on the north side, Bassett’s
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creek runming through the ecenter of
his land, Mr. Dolliff, a close friend
and business ussociaté for 20 YBArs,
says that Mr. Bassctt was full of re-
minigeenges of the early davs, and h's
favorite story was regarding his se-
lection of & homestead in the now
heart of Minneapolis. *‘1 was drlvmq
on. Tenth stroet with him one day,”
said Mr. Dolliff, ““and when we eame
to the intersection of Park avenue, Mr,
Bassett said, ‘I eame nnd looked over
this spot vears ago and thought of tak-
ine it for a homestead, but concluded
it was too sandy for a farm and went
over on the creek,’
0Old Minneapolis Days.

“He was also fond of telling about a
party of friends coming from Boston,
After they arrived, Mr. Bassett sald
he took them ove night after dark for
a eall on Colonel Btevens, They
crossed from the Kast side in n boat
and fallowed a cow path which eireled
arouna u slough where the Nicollet ho-
to] now stands, The mosquitoes were
thick an. the party starfed to rup,
One, n fay wan, was left behind, and
after proceil ng some distance, one of
the party haited and ealled for him.
Going hack thes found he had fallem

shoulder deep inta the slough and the
nt)gvrn rescued him with great diffi-
culty.’

One of hs early ventures was

» building of a saw mill on the Mis-
iiR!ILN at the mouth of Bassett’s
creak, n;wrahm.{ heavily in the Rum
river valley under the firm name of .
B. Bassett and company, Later I
built a waterpower station on the site
of what afterwards became the west

d in many business enter-
prises,
th

side pumping station. This he sold to
the city in 1878 for $18,000, trans-
ferring his mill to a new site where he
wm assoeinted with Tsane Gilpatrick.
In 1862 he rebuilt the mill md huml]ed
the first band saw used in M 5.

o was one of the {m\nden o the
Columbia Mill company which later
was merged into the Consolidated M'll-
ing fnmrllnv. of which coneern was
a stockholder, He was aetive in busi-
ness :md yolitieal affairs and is said
rn have heen most ageressive, Flrmr
Iy a close friend of Thomas Lowry.
Bassett opposed the former’s schamu
of bonding the city for street nlllnv
purposes, and the two beeame entrngte
For some vears he was president of the
old bnlrdr ‘of trade,

Electris

Acnnrdmg to Mr, mma Mr Bassett
wrote him only a few years ago_to
take ont a_charter for building an eloe-
trie line from Minneapolis to Duluth.
This was not done but within a year a
Minnespolis-Duluth line had been or-
gonized,
Mr. Bassett was a personal friend of
Caleb D, Dorr, another old settler, now
in the South.' Had Mr, Bassett l'ved
he would have heen 96 years old the |
coming March, He had resided for 10
vears in Los Auceles, but made sum-
r visits to Minneapolis until three

-i

Vears ngo.
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