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ames Ulland, a former D uluth-area Re publi can law maker turned inve stme nt adviser, has die d at 82  

Ulland was an e conomist and tree farmer when he e ntered the political arena.  

By Christa Lawler  

The Minne sota Star Tribune  

Dece mber 20, 2024 at 12:59PM  

DULUT H – In the late 196 0s, Jame s Ulland wa s a commercial tree far mer with 660 a cres of tax-forfeited la nd he had acquire d between French River and Alborn, in northern Mi nnesota. He had started with 10,00 0 trees and quickly expanded to 1 40,00 0 — with pla ns to add 60,00 0 red pine and white spr uce see dlings in the spring.  

This rated as a superlative: In the previous two years, Ulla nd ha d planted more tree s in St. Loui s County than any ot her private individual. H e told a reporter from the Dulut h News Tribune at the time that the red pi nes wouldn’t hit maturity until he was 109 years old.  

In 1968, Ulland’s occupation was listed a s economist/tree farmer when was ele cted as a Re publican to the Minne sota House and later to the Minne sota Senate from traditionally Democratic-leani ng Duluth. H e spe nt 15 years in state politi cs and wa s later appointe d by Gov. Arne Carlson to be the commissioner of the Minnesota Departme nt of Commerce. I n 1997 , he founded Ulland I nvestme nt Advisors, a boutique Minneapolis firm w here he spent the rest of his career.  

Ulland die d Nov. 29 , a year after he was diagnose d with cancer, surr ounded by family, accor ding to his obituary. He was 8 2. His connection to the environme nt woul d be a through-li ne in his li fe.  

“It didn’t matter whether it was politics or business or fa mily and friends — he was very funny, very smart with a quick wit, and very active,” sai d Ann Gl uma c, who i s married to Ulland’ s brother Bill Ulland.  

Former Gov. Arne Carlson reme mber ed Ulland as bright with a good sense of humor a nd a delight to work alongside. H e is reme mbered as a strong environme ntalist with a message a bout the hole in the ozone layer and its e ffe cts on humankind, Carlson said.  

“He was the first [layperson] to grasp the early stages of what we now call cli mate cha nge,” Carlson said. “He began to reali ze over time that we ha d to develop poli cies that ha d a long-ter m impact and to recognize that the earth’ s cli mate was cha nging and it was harmful to man’s a bility to survive.” 

Mike Jaros, who served in the Minne sota House about the sa me time a s Ulland a nd repre sente d neighboring areas, sai d he always admired Ulla nd. They came from di ffere nt parties, but DFLer Jaros said he enjoye d working with Ulland.  

“He was a good environme ntalist and huma n rights supporter, ” he sai d. “He was brilliant, very intelligent. He was mor e liberal than most De mocrats.” 

Ulland ma de the surprise announceme nt that he was resigni ng from politics in late 198 4. He ha d taken a job as senior vice preside nt of First Ba nk System. He sai d at the time that he pla nne d to continue t o advocate for Republica n poli cies for economic expa nsion. This also marke d his move fr om northe rn Minnesota to the Twin Cities.  

Ulland was de scribed as a “feisty partisan” who took frequent jabs at then-Gov. Rudy Per pich a nd Senate DFLers in a 198 4 Minnea polis Star and Tribune story about hi s career change.  

Carlson later appointe d him commissioner of t he Minnesota Depart ment of Commer ce at a time when Ulland wante d to get back int o government policy, he sai d.  

“He was good,” Carlson said. “He works well with pe ople, he likes people. He was a natural for the political arena. He never got hostile, but he was always in the thi ck of things. That’ s what de mocracy was about.” 

His wife, Kris Ulla nd, said t he two had been part of a si milar circle of fa mily and mutual friends, and she doesn’t reme mber ever not knowing hi m. Event ually their paths ca me ba ck together during a July Fourth party in northern Minnesota, and they marrie d in 1994 .  

She reme mbere d hi m as honest, kind, ge nerous and smart. “We just clicked,” she said.  

In recent weeks , she ha s see n his reach, she said. She has gotten notes fr om people her husba nd dire cted toward Pennsylvania’s Wharton school, where he earned his MBA; al umni from Carleton Colleg e, where he did undergrad and whom he offere d internships to; a nd pe ople whose finances he helpe d arrange during major life cha nges.  

He was a reader who always ha d a good quote handy, Kris Ulland said, and a competitive runner. He maintaine d close circle s of friends, includi ng a group at the Mi nneapolis Cl ub He was on the board of the Minnesota Orchestra and cha mpioned parks. He was health-conscious, adopting his wi fe’s vega n diet and spinni ng on hi s Peloton. He ha d a regular spot at the head of the table at get-toget hers, where he always made his friends la ugh, she said.  

“He die d without regrets, without any kind of worry,” Kris Ulland sai d. “He died with a clea n conscience and [as ] an honora ble ma n. He was kind beyond mea sure and thoughtful. I think that’s how he’d wa nt to be re membered — a man w ho di d as much good as he coul d and gave of hi mself w herever he was neede d.  

“He wasn’t one of those people who becomes a hero or saint after death,” she added. “This was a ctually Jim. He was genuinely like that.” 

Nat Beebe was hired out of Carleton College 18 years ago a nd is now presi dent of Ulland Invest ment Advisors . Ulland re mains listed on t he compa ny’s website as CE O and chairma n, and now there is also a tribute to the company’s founder. Bee be de scribe d the chapters of Ulland’s life — time with the U.S. Coast G uard, teaching e conomi cs at the University of Minnesota Dul uth, tree far ming, politics — as being straight out of a movie.  

“Jim was such a calm and steady force. T hroug h good markets and bad, he always had thi s calmi ng way of ha ndling a crisis,” Beebe said in an i nterview. “He ha d this insta nt ability to connect with pe ople. He always had a way of looking with an optimistic view at the world. ” 

Kris Ulland sai d the couple l oved to hike together. James Ulla nd always carried a garbage bag to pick up trash along the route, w hether it was in the woods or on a bea ch.  

Ulland eventually stoppe d harvesting trees, but kept his land in northern Minnesota. Kri s Ulland said they woul d occasi onally visit the forest, filled with his favorite trees.  

“They are big old tree s now, ” she said. 

https://obituaries.startribune.com/obituary/james-ulland-1092403274
https://www.ullandinvestment.com/category/weeklyupdate/

