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Court lets Ramstad 
take a seat in senate 

BJ DIANA GONZALEZ ETTEL 
n.-.--

Jlm Ramltad WU cleared of vlolatln& CUD· 
patan law1 Tuelday )Ult ~ before •e wu 
twom In u tbe new ltate -tor from Dlltrtct 
43, which lncludea Plymouth, Robblmdale and· 
put of Golden Valley. 

Althoup be WU -led with tbe reat of the 
•naton. Ramlllad laD't eatlnly In Ille clear yet. 
The court's ftndlnp will be referred to the Sen
ate'• Election• and Reapportlonmeat Committee 
for routine ln¥e8tlptloa. 

The committee tbu will recommend whether 
Ramltad ahould keep 1111 -,. The full Senate, 
dominated by the DPL. bu the final say OD the 
future of Independent-Republican Ramltad. 

But Ramltad lln't worried. "I hope they do 
look lthe nndln11l over. They'll find what a 
completely fair and honest campal1n my com
mittee and I ran. It'd look pretty ollfy" for tbem 
to contradict the Jud&e'• flndlnp, he added. 

Ramltad, who ·defeated DFL Incumbent Emily 
Staples by 2,800 votes. wu accUlld of dlltortln1 
ber voting record In his campalan literature. It 
wu allO charged that bu campaign workers had 
llleaally dlltrtbuted literature OD election day. 

The cue bu helped him politically. he said. "I 
heard from'° many people In my dlltrlct and re
ceived over 1,000 letters of support. It'• 1lven 
me more expGIUre.'' 

Ram1tad 11ld he had " no bard feellng1" 
agallllt Staples. "But It'• a 1hame that the tax
payers' money wu qent thll way," he said. 

Ramsey Dlltrlct Judae F.dward Mulally ruled 
that Ramltad made accurate ltatementa In hi• 
campal1n literature whea he claimed that Sta
ples voted to double ber own salary, get ber own 
penalon after alll yean In office, tu retired pub
lic employees' pentloN and r■be lier expeme ac-. 

count allowance by 80 pen:ent. 
RalQllad allO made accurau. ataU.menta, Mu

lally llld, In claJmlna that Staples voted agalnlll, 
provldlna lalel tu enmptiolll for rwldentlal 
beatlq fuela, Inc~ the tu credit for rent
er&. "lnflatlon-proofln& I-• taxes and pro
Yldiaa tu Nllef for Nnlor eltlleu. TIie cue 
orlalnally WU filed ID Hennepin County but WU 
ualaned to Mulally by the 1tate Supreme Court. 

In IOllle c-. R.amatad praented Staplu' vot
lna record forcefvJly, but not falsely, Mulally 
ufd. Ramst.ad claimed that Staplu voted for a 
bill allowln1 "bomoeexuala wbo openly advocate 
their way of life to force lbemaelVet on any em
ptoyee or landlord." That bill prohibit& dilcrlml
natlon aga!Dlt bomoeellllal1 by landlonll and em
ployee, altboup It makes no speclftc reference 
to bo-xuall wbo openly advocate their llfe
ltyles. 

Mulally said RarnlllaA.eed hyperbole when be 
.aid that Stapl• voted for a blfl that "allows a 
person who drives a $20,000 car with $600 catb 
In hll or ber pocket to be ellglble for general as
slatance welfare," The bill chanaed publlc uall• 
tance requirements by lncreuing the allowable . 
value of penonal property from $300 to $600 
and eliminating any limits on the value of an ap
plicant's car. 
- The Judie only brteny addreued counter
charget by Ramaud that Staples u■ed defam
atory lan1~e In callln1 him an "Inexperienced 
carpetbagger • who bad 'Attempted "to buy con
trol" of the Letltlature. Mulally .aid Staples' al· 
le1atlons were ''moderately Inflammatory" and 
that ber time mipt have been better spent de
fending lier votlDJ record. However, he added 
that tbe court•, opinion on tbffl alleaatlou 
agalnet Ramal8d wu not dlrectly relevant to the 
caN broupt by Staplu. 

__ .,,,_ 
Jim Ramstad was sworn in at Minnesota 8enate 


