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Darby Miles Nelson 
Nelson, Darby Miles 80, of Champlin, MN. Bor n June 29 , 1941 i n Souda n, MN. Die d pea cefully at home of Alzheimer's Jan 1 3, 202 2. Survived by his wife of 5 3 years, Geri; son Per (Margie) and daug hter Robin Daiker (Je ff); grandchildr en Ge orge and I ngrid Nelson and Halle, Ella and Parker Daiker. Pre dece ased by parent s F. Miles and Margaret Ge nnes Nelson and si ster Mitzi. Darby's lifelong love of nature bl ossome d while he was gr owing up i n the Minnesota River tow n of M orton, w hich for the rest of hi s life hel d a spe cial place i n his heart. He beca me a teacher of biology and environme ntal scie nce at Anoka Ramsey Community College in 196 6, a position he held for 35 years, and earne d the first e cologist PhD fr om the University of M N in 197 0. Re ceiving ma ny academi c accolade s over the years, Darby was most appreciative of the Gol den Chalk award prese nted by hi s stude nts. His pa ssion for teachi ng was inspirational, a nd many former st udent s beca me cherished and lifelong frie nds Darby's passion for progressive activism - particularly on behal f of the environme nt - propelled him to shake off hi s inhere nt shyne ss and forge an e nduring legacy. Early on, he advocated for wilderne ss desig nation for the Boundary Waters. I n his three ter ms as a member of the MN H ouse of Representatives (19 83-88), he authored bills 
that beca me law in diverse environmental areas including a sbest os removal, air quality, recycling and soli d and ha zardous waste manage ment, pesticide reg ulation, prairie manage ment and restoration, vehicle e missi ons i nspe ctions, creation of the MN Board of Water and Soil Resour ces, and establishment of a user -fe e system to fund cr oss country ski trails. As a volunteer, Darby served as many nonpr ofit organi zations as he could squee ze in, including Friends of the Boundary Waters , Conservation Mi nnesota, the Nature Conservancy, Freshwater Society, and the Lessard-Sa ms Outdoor Heritage Council. Inspired by hi s love for the transformative power of t he written word, Darby wrote extensively. His w orks were publishe d in a wide array of publicati ons including Boundary Waters Journal, Mi nnesota Conservation Vol unteer, Silent Sports, Biocycle, and The Nat uralist. He ma de a for mal transition from teaching to writing in 200 1 and aut hored two awar d-winning books: For Love of Lakes (20 12) a nd For Love of a River-The Minne sota (2 019 ). The latter, undertaken after the onset of his cog nitive decline, wa s as much the product of hi s raw grit as his intellect. Darby fell in love with the out door s at his mot her's side l ong be fore he and thre e close friends pa ddle d from Lake of the Woods to H udson Bay in 1 962. T hat was 
the first canoe trip for any of the boys, but it was certainly not the last for Darby. Meeting a nd marrying Geri, an out door a dventurer in her own right, de epened his l ove for canoeing and camping. Their canoe and kayak expeditions together included treks in Minnesota, Alaska, Ca nada, Gre enland and Norway. Darby's other out door l ove was competitive cr oss -country skiing. In 1 973, a trip to the ina ugural US Vasaloppet XC ski race in Mora, M N hooked Darby for life. He ofte n said that his claim to fame was competing in every Mora Vasaloppet, which he di d for 4 9 years (1 973 to 20 21), a nd it was his lifelong goal to make 50. When pe ople aske d if he wa s skiing this year, he'd say, "The time I don't ski will be whe n I'm 6 feet under." Sadly, that ha s happene d in this, the 5 0th year of his favorite event. E qually at ease with a paddl e, a pen or a piece of chalk, Darby's legacy lives on in his a chieve ments and in the countless i ndividuals he taught, coached, ment ored, and inspired. His st ory is incomplete, thoug h, without special mention of his relationship with G eri. Their bond sparked to life one summer eveni ng in 196 6 at the University of M N Itasca Biologi cal Station and quickly grew into a truly remarkabl e partnership. From the vantage point of cl ose observation, it is inconceivable that Darby's many works and accolade s 
coul d have happene d without Geri, his soulmate a nd pa ddling compani on for life. Visitation Mar ch 4, 6 -8 PM a nd March 5, 10 AM pr ece ding the service at 11 at Cha mplin United Methodist Chur ch.  
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