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Phyllis W. (Haa s) M cQuaid 
McQuaid, Phyllis W. (Haa s) Age 95, of St. Louis Park die d pea cefully on June 7 , 2023. T his small town, rural Minnesota girl was born in Frazee in 1 928, and went on to accomplish extraordinary things. After graduating from hig h school, she traveled east to New Hampshire seeking adventure . While worki ng at the Manchester Uni on Leader, Phyllis met Joe McQuai d and was i mmediately char med by his twinkling eyes and wry humor. In their 4 3 years of marriage, she a nd Joe raise d 8 children, e mphasizing e ducation, kindness, laughter, musi c, the importance of frie ndship, and faith in G od. I n 1961, t hey bought their first house in the Brook side neig hbor hood of St. Loui s Park. Phyllis was ele cted to the St. Louis Park School Board i n 1975, a fter rallying her community against the closi ng of a local school, and served on the Boar d until 19 79. She pr oudly serve d as the first woman mayor of St. Louis Park from 1979 until 1982 , and re maine d a strong advocate for the community for the rest of her life. Phyllis next was ele cted to the Minnesota Senate in 198 2, where she represe nted District 4 4 with her uni que flair until 199 0. Humor, intelligence, modesty, and a pe nchant for public speaking contributed t o her popularity. She was always pre pared. A mong her accomplishme nts, she was a n early cha mpion of light rail transit in the 
Twin Cities, and she was thrilled to ri de the LRT Bl ue Line (Hiawatha Line) on openi ng day in 200 4. Active throug hout her li fe in her chur ch, civic, and social organizations, Phyllis was a force of nature - a spirited community organizer, who believed that people can a ccompli sh great things whe n they wor k together. She was also a creative entre prene ur who will be re membered by many for her polar flee ce pr ojects. And yet, with all this, Phyllis felt her greatest a ccomplishment was bei ng the mother of 8 resourceful, compa ssionate childre n. She was i mmensely pr oud of her many grandchil dren and grea t grandchildre n. There wa s nothi ng mor e important to her than being with her family. She will be deeply mi ssed, for she has been dearly loved. Pre cede d in death by her pare nts: Ray and Viola Haas; her si blings: Maria n Cole, Kenneth Haas, Robert Haas, and her husband, Joe. Survived by children: Joanne Hinderaker (Allen), Susa n (Patri cia Be ck), Ke nneth (Rose mary), Amy M cQuaid-Swanson (D ouglas ), Meredith (Bra d Delape na), Da niel (Elizabeth), Paul (S hantel), Margaret Weir (Timothy), a nd grandchildre n: David Hi nderaker, Emily Hinderaker, Jose ph McQuai d, Ra chel Tanner, Elizabeth Lawrence, Cour tney Swanson, Sa m McQuaid, Elle n McQuai d, Eve Martinson- M cQuaid, Ce celia Gandier, Be njami n Weir, and 11 great 
grandchil dren, numerous nieces and nephews and their fa milies. Funeral Mass will be hel d on Friday, July 14 at 2:00 p.m. at Saint Gabriel the Archang el, 1300 Mai nstreet, Hopkins, MN 5 5343, with visitation beginni ng at 1:00 p. m. A cel ebration of life will be held i mme diately after the Mass, from 3:3 0 p. m.- 6 :00 p. m. at Minneapoli s Gol f Club, 2001 Flag Avenue , St. Loui s Park, MN 554 26. Sign language i nterpreters pr ovided. Me morials preferre d to St. Louis Park Emerge ncy Pr ogram: STEP (stepslp.org ), or the St. Louis Park Histori cal Society (slphi story.org), or another charity of choice in Phyllis' name. G earty-Delmore 952 -926 -161 5 gearty-del more. com 
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