
Star Tribune, April 7, 2024, page B10. 

 



 
Calvin R. Lars on 

Larson, Calvin R . age 93, of Pelican Rapids , MN, passed aw ay on A pril 1, 2024, at The Cottage i n Detroit Lakes, Mi nnes ota. Bor n in Glyndon on Aug ust 10, 1930 to parents Clarence and Pearl (Krogen) L arson, he grew up in Great Norther n Railroad depots in northeastern Minnes ota where hi s father was the depot ag ent. He g raduated from Badger High School and then Concordi a College, where he was k now n more for his fri endshi ps, s ports and curiosity than his academics . At Concordia he lettered in m ultipl e sports, and most importantly met his bel oved wife Loretta. He was a committed s upporter of the coll ege and later chaired its Boar d of Regents. After graduation Cal joi ned the Navy, serving at the Naval Station in Nor folk , VA. Cal and Loretta were married in Enderli n, Nort h Dak ota on Aug ust 28, 1955, enj oying nearly 68 years of married life together. They enjoy ed brief times in N orfolk, Bismarck , ND and St. Cloud, MN before maki ng their home i n Fergus Falls and their cottage on L ake Crystal near Pelican Rapi ds in 1960. Cal quick ly immersed himsel f into the tight-knit Fergus comm unity, 
nam ed the 1964 Young Man of the Year for the mark he had alr eady made in the busi ness comm unity and his church and for his yout h work. He was es pecially pr oud of his rol e in foundi ng the Fergus Falls Hock ey Associati on and coaching hockey for many years. Cal was el ected to the Mi nnes ota Hous e of Repres entatives in 1966, servi ng 8 years before retiring to focus on family and his i ndependent ins urance agency. He reentered politics, serving as a state senat or from 1986 to 2006. Cal first ran for the State Legislat ure when candidates ran without a party designation for the general el ection - the origi nal No L abels - which he wished woul d return for today's elections. He work ed with Republi cans and Dem ocrats to improve the lives of his constituents and the citizens of Minnes ota. His colleag ues from St. Paul considered Cal their "extra senator" for his s upport of the Capit ol city, and one of his Iron Rang e colleagues call ed Cal his fav orite Republican. He was a conservative at heart, working to keep a lid on the state budget whil e traveli ng to St. Paul in the l ate 1960s in his Volkswagen Beetle 
and later his first of m any Toyota Prius cars when they first rolled off the assembly li ne, proudly touting the MPG he achieved. Cal w as a patriot for the country, his state, his region, and his local comm unity. He k new the fabric of the state and his comm unity, was a friend to many and proudl y did his best to serve them all . He served with six governors and 500 l egislators and served on the Great Lakes Commissi on, the Seaw ay Port Authority of Dul uth, and the Minnes ota Amateur Sports Commission. His long list of l egislative achievements ranged from establis hing the Fergus Falls Veterans Home, im proving the local community coll ege and establi shi ng Glendaloug h State Park to his education committee work in the 1960's that hel ped open the door for the first Minnes ota State High School L eag ue girls' sports. Thr oug hout his busy life, family was Cal's greatest priority. He was a l oving hus band to L oretta and a supportive and l oving father to Laura and Peder. His greatest joy was being "B ucki n" to six grands ons, provi ding them laug hter, boundless l ove and unw avering support. Cal is survived by 
daughter L aura (Tommy ) Merick el, s on Peder (Jill) L arson and grandsons Harry (Katie) Merickel , Duke (A bby ) Meri ckel, T.C. Merickel, Pet e (Kristine) Merickel , Calvin L arson and Robbie Lars on and great-grandchildren Willi am, Emmie and Heath (wit h two more arriving this summer). He is preceded i n death by his wife L oretta, his parents, brothers Allen L arson and Way ne Lars on and sister Geral di ne Smith. After hi s bel oved wife L oretta died, Cal s pent time at Hadley House i n Per ham and at The Cottage in Detroit Lakes . The staff at each place took good care of him and he was pleased when they remembered his days representing them i n St. Paul. Memori als preferred to Concordi a Coll ege and Zi on L utheran Church on Frankli n Lake, Peli can Rapi ds, MN. Memorial service will be held on June 7, 2024 at 1:00 pm with an ice cream social to follow at Zion L utheran Church on Frankli n Lake, Peli can Rapids , MN. 
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