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Franklin J. Knoll  

Knoll, Franklin J. age 83 of Plymouth, passe d away May 18, 2023. Survived by wi fe, Margot; children, Elizabeth Knoll (John H eigis), Car oline Fullerton (Robert) and Jonathan Knoll (Katherine ); grandchildren, E mma Stomberg, Jemma Heigis, Lia m Heigis, Evelyn Heigis, Mae F ullerton, John Fullerton, Ella Full erton, Mary Knoll and Thomas Knoll; sister, Helen Fitzgerald (David); dee ply loved nie ces, nephew s, and many wonder ful and close friends. Pre ce ded in death by sibling s, Mary Knoll, Eliza beth Ka ne (William) a nd John Knoll (Concy Rajkumar). Frank was born April 30, 1 940 in St. Cloud. H e graduated from St. John's Preparatory School, re ceived a B.A. from St. John's University in 1962, and a J.D. in 196 6 from University of Minnesota Law S chool. His deep commit ment to public service, civil rights and social justice spanned his entire career and refle cted an unwavering belie f in the i mportance of serving the underserved. Frank served as ge neral council for the Mi nnea polis Ur ban Coalition, was a He nne pin County public defe nder, served in both the MN H ouse and Senate, wa s appointed He nne pin County District Court Judge i n 1984, a nd volunteered hi s time as a tutor and mentor in Minneapolis schools. Frank's artistic abilities flourished in his woodworking and poetry. He was a master woodworker, re ceiving numerous 
blue ribbons from the MN State Fair, and was ha ppy to know that many of his pie ces are with people he loved. His heartfelt poe ms allowed him to find some pea ce and make se nse of the huma n suffering witnesse d in ma ny unforgettable cases as a j udge. Frank marrie d his dear Marg ot in 1965. T heir marriage is a tribute to enduring love a nd an i mpa ctful life of shared value s. He love d his fa mily dee ply. In later years, nothi ng broug ht more sparkle to his life than whe n he and Margot were with their grandchildre n, who always held a special pla ce in his heart. Frank's fa mily cannot express enoug h gratitude to the home health aide s: Sam, Ang el, Rachel, Mike, and Nicole; and Melissa fr om Park Nicollet H ospi ce, all of w hom ma de such a positive impa ct on his life. Me morial Mass 11:00 AM, Friday, May 26th at Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Chur ch, 15 5 County Road 24, Wayzata with visitation beginni ng at 10 AM. Memorials preferre d to establish a scholarshi p fund in his na me at St. John's University. Gearty-Delmore 763 -553 -14 11. Published on May 21, 202 3  

 

Reprinted by permission of the Star Tribune (Minneapolis, MN). 


	Star Tribune, May 21, 2023, P. B10.

