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John Warren Johnson, age 9 3 of Mi nnea polis, pa ssed away surrounded by his children on January 6, 20 23. He is prece ded in death by his l oving wife Marion, parents, Lillian and Walter Johnson, ste pmother, Eilee n, and Gra ndson Jonat han. He is survived by his childre n: Daniel (Terri), Kare n (Richard), a nd Nancy. Grandchildre n: Aaron (Jessi ca), Da niel (Brea nna ), Christopher, Jordan, Johnna, a nd Mere dith (Steven). Great granddaughters : Eloise a nd Callyn. John was born in 1 929 in Minneapolis where he lived his e ntire life. He enj oyed spending summers in Chamberlain, South Dakota on the fa mily farm and soon discovere d his love for travel when the w hole fa mily went on road trips. John attended Minneapoli s Southwe st High School where he played football and was Pre side nt of hi s seni or class. I n his tee ns, he attended and sang in the Wesley Methodist Choir. John, like Marion, had a bea utiful voi ce . John worked hard to reach his goal of playing on the University of Minnesota foot ball team and becoming a me mber of the "M" Cl ub. He played four years under Coach Berni e Bier man. He also boxe d and notably sparre d against Bud Grant. He graduated from the U of M with a degree in E conomics a nd a minor i n Political Scie nce . John met Marion at a youth gr oup eve nt at Wesley Methodist church and fell in love in 
1946. They were married in 1 951 and spe nt their first few summers lea ding travel groups around Europe. The start of many adventure s. John was a me mber of the US Navy reserve for eight years and was on a ctive duty for two years i n Tennessee a nd Illinoi s. John' s first professional job was at Internati onal Milling as the Fleet Supervisor (he l oved cars ). He j oined the America n Collectors Association as the Executive Director in 1 955 and retired as the CE O in 19 96, after 4 1 years. John w orked hard a nd hel d at least two jobs most of hi s life. In 1 956 he was a founder of the Minne sota Soci ety of Associati on Executives a nd be came their presi dent in 19 62. John was a me mber a nd Chairma n (19 86-87) of the A merica n Society of Association Executives and a me mber and Chair man (1973 ) of the US Chamber of Commerce . John started his politi cal career in 19 63 whe n he was ele cted to the Mi nnea polis City  Council (1 963 -67 ), then he served in the Minne sota House of Re prese ntatives (196 7-7 4) where he was the assistant maj ority leader. In 19 74, he was a candi date for g overnor of Minnesota. For six years, John was the dire ctor of the Greater Minneapolis Council of Chur ches a nd was a member of the Mi nneapolis Cha mber of Commerce Speaker's Burea u and the Citizen's League of Greater Minneapolis. During his life, he 
served on numerous local boards a nd ha d hundre ds of public speaking engage ments all over the w orld. John traveled to 200+ countries in the worl d, flew over 1 million miles, dr ove thousands of miles on 6 contine nts, and loved to talk about his travels with family and me mbers of the ma ny groups he l ed. He served as t he chair man of the chur ch council at Mount Olivet Lutheran Chur ch, wher e he and Marion were me mbers for 62 years. T hey were also active members of Bi ble Study Fellowshi p. He believe d that life has many lessons and the best pla ce to go for advice is the Bible . John love d to write and had nine books published. H e was always active and looking for r ugged advent ures where he pushe d the limits. He never did anythi ng the "easy way." Although, John's life a ccomplishments were many, most would know John as a humble, kind, practical, down-to-earth ma n. He challenge d in thoug htful ways and always had a listening ear. T he twinkle in his eye, along with a welcoming smile, made everyone feel, they were life-l ong frie nds. John collecte d antique cars, played golf, a nd was always working in the yard at home and at the ca bin. He l oved his family and enjoye d going to sporting event s and supporting his children a nd grandchil dren. His greatest love was Mari on, who was also hi s biggest fa n, travel 
compani on, ca mpaign ma nager, and li fe partner. T he fa mily would like to thank Sa m Ndungu for his compa nionship to John since April 202 0. Dad's li fe was enhanced be cause of Sam's dev otion. We appre ciate the wonderful staff at The Waters on 50th a nd our dear frie nd Molly. We miss and love John so much! T he fa mily suggests me morials to any of the following orga nizations in lieu of fl owers: M ount Olivet Lutheran Chur ch, Cathedral of the Pi nes Ca mp, or the YMCA Camp Menogy n. Funeral service will be held at 11AM with visitation one hour prior on Friday, January 20th at Mt. Olivet Lut heran Church, 5025 Knox Ave. S., Minnea polis. Visitation also fr om 4 to 6 PM on Thursday, January 19th, at: Wa shburn-McReavy.com Edi na Cha pel 952 -92 0-3 996 West 50th St. & Hwy 10 0. Publishe d on January 15, 202 3  
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