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Johnson, John Warren

Jlohn Warren Johnson, age 93 of
Minneapolis, passed away sur-
rounded by his children on Janua
6, 2023. He is preceded in deat
by his loving wife Marion, parents,
Lillian and walter Johnson, step-
mother, Eileen, and Grandson lona-
than. He is survived by his children:
Daniel (Terri), Karen (Richard),
and Mancy. Grandchildren: Aaron
(Jessica), Daniel (Breanna), Christo-
pher, lJordan, Johnna, and Meredith
(Steven). Great granddaughters:
Eloise and Callyn.

John was born in 1929 in Minneapo-
lis where he lived his entire life. He
enjoyed spendi summers  in
Chamberlain, South Dakota on the
family farm and soon discovered
his love for travel when the whole
family went on road trips. John at-
tended Minneapolis Southwest High
School where he played football
and was President of his senior
class. In his teens, he attended and
sang in the Wesley Methodist Choir.
John, like Marion, had a beautiful
voice. John worked hard to reach
his goal of playing on the University
of Minnesota thall team and be-
coming a member of the "M" Club.
He played four years under Coach
Bernie Bierman. He also boxed and
notably sparred against Bud Grant.
He graduated from the U of M with
a degree in Economics and a minor
in Political Science.

John met Marion at a youth group
event at Wesley Methodist church
and fell in love in 1946, They were
married in 1951 and spent their first
few summers leading travel groups
around Europe. The start of many
adventures.

John was a member of the US Navy
reserve for eight years and was on
active duty for two years in Tennes-
see and lllinois. John's first profes-
sional job was at International
Milling as the Fleet Supervisor (he
loved cars). He joined the American
Collectors Association as the Exec-
utive Director in 1955 and retired as
the CEQ in 1996, after 41 years.

John worked hard and held at least
two jobs most of his life. In 1956 he
was a founder of the Minnesota So-
ciety of Association Executives and
became their president in 1962
John was a member and Chairman
(1986-87) of the American Society of
Association Executives and a mem-
ber and Chairman (1973) of the US
Chamber of Commerce.

John started his political career in
1963 when he was elected to the
Minneapolis City Council (1963-67),
then he served in the Minnesota
House of Representatives (1967-74)
where he was the assistant majori-
ty leader. In 1974, he was a candi-
date for governor of Minnesota.

For six years, John was the director
of the Greater Minneapolis Council
of Churches and was a member of
the Minneapolis Chamber of Com-
merce Speaker’s Bureau and the
Citizen's League of Greater Minne-
apolis. During his life, he served on
numerous local boards and had
hundreds of public speaking en-
gagements all over the world.

John traveled to 200+ countries in
the world, flew over 1 million miles,
drove thousands of miles on 6 con-
tinents, and loved to talk about his
travels with family and members of
the many groups he led.

He served as the chairman of the
church council at Mount Olivet Lu-
theran Church, where he and Mari-
on were members for 62 years. They
were also active members of Bible
Study Fellowship. He believed that
life has many lessons and the best
place to go for advice is the Bible.

John loved to write and had nine
books published. He was always ac-
tive and looking for rugged adven-
tures where he pushed the limits.
He never did anything the “easy
way.” Although, Johm's life accom-
plishments were many, most would
know John as a humble, kind, prac-
tical, down-to-earth man. He chal-
lenged in thoughtful ways and al-
ways had a listening ear. The twin-
kle in his eye, along with a welcom-
ing smile, made everyone feel, they
were life-long friends.

John collected antique cars, played
golf, and was always working in the
ard at home and at the cabin. He
oved his family and enjoyed going
to sporting events and supporting
his children and grandchildren. His
greatest love was Marion, who was
also his biggest fan, travel compan-
ion, campaign manager, and life
partner.

The family would like to thank Sam
Ndungu for his companionship to
John since April 2020. Dad's life was
enhanced because of Sam's devo-
tion. We appreciate the wonderful
staff at The Waters on 50th and our
dear friend Molly. We miss and love
John so much!

The family suggests memorials to
any of the following organizations
in lieu of flowers: Mount Olivet Lu-
theran Church, Cathedral of the
Pines Camp, or the YMCA Camp
Menogyn.

Funeral service will be held at 11AM
with wisitation one hour prior on
Friday, Janu 20th at Mt. Olivet Lu-
theran Church, 5025 Knox Ave. 5.,
Minneapolis. Visitation also from 4
tct: 6PM on Thursday, January 19th,
at:
www.Washburn-McReavy.com
Edina Chapel 5§52-920-3996
West 50th St. & Hwy 100
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