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Jennings, David Mi chael 74, of Savage, Minnesota pa ssed away pea ce fully in his sle ep the morni ng of May 2 1st, 2023 at a fa mily cabi n in Northern Minnesota. David was bor n Dece mber 17th, 19 48, the son of David H. Jennings and Genevieve (Gusta fson) Jennings of Truman, Mi nne sota. David graduate d from Truman High S chool in 196 6. He attende d college at The University of Minnesota in M orris for one year, and t hen enli sted in The United States Marine Corps. David was honora bly discharged in 19 72 achieving the rank of Staff Sergeant. H e then attended Mankato State University, graduati ng in 1976 with a bachelor's degree in political scie nce, magna cum laude . David worked as a car penter and a Congressi onal staff aide before being ele cted to T he Minne sota State House of Repre sentatives in 19 78, repre senting distri ct 27B. I n only four years he beca me the minority leader and serve d that role until he was electe d Speaker of the House in 1 985. He held that rank until his departure from the legislature in 1987. David w orked for America n Building Contractor s, and then moved to Marshall, Minne sota where he was e mploye d as a cor porate executive for Schwa ns. He briefly went ba ck into public service as T he Minnesota Commissioner of Commer ce under G overnor Jesse Ve ntura. He the n beca me the CEO of The 
Minneapolis Regi onal Chamber of Commerce. I n January of 2002, David beca me Chief Operating Officer of Minneapolis Public School s and served as Interi m superintendent of The Minneapolis School Distri ct. He went on t o serve as de puty director of operations for T he Minnesota Histori cal Society. Da vid then accepted a perma nent appoint ment as superinte nde nt of schools for The Ea stern Carver County School Distri ct, base d in Cha ska. David believed that public service was a public trust and to that end his integrity and insightfulness had the re spe ct of not only his peers and frie nds but those he se rved. David loved spendi ng time with fa mily and friends. He enj oyed readi ng and di scussing literature with his book club, eating great food, sippi ng on a Brandy Manhattan, doi ng a crossword, and listeni ng to pe ople and learning fr om them. H e didn't want to just know your name. He wanted to know w ho you were. Hi s hobby was trading and driving cars. H e had a pa ssion for liste ning to musi c, focusing on great lyrics. David wa nted to work with his hands to build something and woul d be ha ppy to hel p a friend in nee d with any proj ect they had. He woul d help those sa me friends with life guida nce a nd suggestions should they also need t hat. Those who knew him will NEVER forget hi m. A social gathering of cele bration will 
be held at a later date.  
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