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Arlen Erdahl, far mer, legislator, US Congressma n, MN Se c. of State, and dedi cated publi c servant, died peace fully, Sept. 2 1, 2023, at 92 , surrounded by fa mily after a long j ourney with Alzheimer's. Arlen a nd twin Lowell were bor n Feb. 27, 1 931 and raised on a far m near Blue Earth, MN. Erdahl majored i n Speech at St. Olaf College where he ex celled as a three season athlete and captaine d the track team. Er dahl served i n the US Army at Ft. Riley, KS, and at the Tachikawa Air Base, Japan. He ret urned from military service to work the family far m. He married Ellen Syrdal in 1 958. They raised six childre n, traveling from farm to various posts in St. Paul, Boston, Washington D C, and Kingston, Jamai ca. In 19 65 Erdahl was i n the first Bush F oundation Fellowship cohort, earning an M.A. in Publi c Administration from Harvard and Congre ssional Fellow ships with MI Re p. Gerald For d and OR Sen. Mark Hat field. Erdahl served 8 years as Fariba ult Co. State Rep. and 4 years as M N Sec. of State, foll owed by an a ppoi ntme nt to the MN Publi c Service Commission. He serve d four years as MN 1 st Cong. Di st. US Re p. Erdahl's politics pri oritized foreign a ffairs, the e nvironment, agriculture, hel ping individual constitue nts, and leveling playing fields, 
especially for the disa bled. As M N legislator he authored the E qual Pay for Equal Work Act, advancing women' s rights. In Congress he joi ned the "Gypsy Mot hs," a n infl uential coalition of moderate Re publicans who adva nce d social justice a nd curbe d military excesse s. Erdahl held presi dential appoint ments as Jamaica Peace Corps Country Dir., Assoc. Dir. of the US Pea ce Corps, and Asst. Sec. i n the US Dept. of Energy. Arlen and Ellen Er dahl returne d to Minnesota in 1 994 where Er dahl served a s Exec. Dir. of MN Intl. Healt h Volunteers , and was a ctive in the UN Assoc. of M N, Nobel Pea ce Prize For um, Growth and Justi ce, and Sons of Norway. In 200 4 he serve d as Election Observer of historic el ections in Ukraine. Er dahl was recognized for his public service by a 199 9 Twin Cities I nternational Citizens Award and a 2011 Hubert H. H umphrey Public Leadership Award. Erda hl was pre cede d in death by par ents Christian a nd Ing eborg Erda hl, brother Lowell, a nd wife Elle n. He is survived by in-laws Carol Erdahl a nd Fred and Jan Syrdal, childre n and in-laws Rol f Erdahl and Carrie Vecchione, Eric Er dahl, John Erdahl, Lars and M olly Erdahl, La ura and S cott Weinberg, Kari and Eri c Hagen, 1 4 grandchildre n, and nieces a nd ne phew s. Funeral 
Services will be 11:00 AM, Oct. 1 4 at Bethlehem Luthera n Church, 4100 Lyndale Ave So., Minneapolis, with inter ment at Oaklawn Ce metery in Northfiel d. Visitation Friday, Oct. 1 3th, 5 -8 PM, at Gill Brot hers Sout hwest Cha pel, 580 1 Lyndale Ave So. and also one hour prior to service at chur ch. Me morials  can be dire cted to the Courage Kenny Reha bilitation Institute, the Peace Cor ps Fund, Cure Alzheimer's Fund, or an organi zation supporting international understandi ng, nature pre servation, or support for the disable d. GI LLBROTHE RS.com MI NNEAPOLIS, M N 612 -861 -60 88  
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