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GOP state Sen. Bruce Anderson di es at age 75  

A special electi on will be calle d to replace Anderson, who die d unexpe ctedly on Monday.  

 

By Ryan Faircloth 
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State Sen. Bruce Anderson die d unexpe ctedly on Monday at the age of 7 5.  

The Re publi can was a fixture at the State Capitol, havi ng served in the Mi nnesota Senate since 201 3 and in t he House fr om 1 995 -201 2. He focused on issues such as agriculture, e nergy, broa dband access a nd rural economi c development, among other things.  

“Bruce was a de dicated publi c servant, loving family ma n, and dear frie nd to many at the Capitol a nd in Buffalo, ” Re publican Se nate Minority Leader Mark Johnson said i n a statement. “We offer our condole nce s and prayers for comfort for the e ntire Anderson fa mily.” 

Later Monday evening, Gov. Ti m Walz poste d a statement on social me dia.  

“Gwen and I are sending our love to the fa mily and friends of Senator Br uce Anderson,” Walz said. “A veteran himself, he was a steadfast advocate for those who served our nation and he will be missed in the Se nate cha mber.” 

The fa mily asked for privacy and will share a state ment later, accordi ng to Senate Re publicans.  

A Navy veteran who served duri ng the Vietnam War, A nderson chaired several veterans committees while in the H ouse a nd Senate. H e also served i n the Minnesota Air National G uard and the U.S. Air Force Reserves .  

“Senator Anderson’s expertise gaine d throug h military service and background i n agriculture made him a great champion for far mers, veterans and service me mbers at the Capitol. We will have his family and friends in our hearts,” Se nate DFL Majority Lea der Erin Mur phy said in a state ment.  

Former GOP state Senate Majority Lea der Amy Koch sai d on social media M onday that Anderson “change d hearts and minds through har d work and lots [of] conversation. ” 

“Senator Br uce Anderson was both my mentor in my first ele ction, and my successor in the MN Se nate. Most i mportant he was my friend, ” Koch sai d.  

Anderson was raised on a dairy far m in greater Minne sota, the ol dest of eight chil dren, a ccor ding to a Senate Republican biography page. He worke d in agricultural and business sales be fore getting int o politics.  

Anderson married his wife, Ruth, a fter his first wife die d of cancer. They lived together in Buffalo, Minn., and had eight adult childre n and 14 grandchildre n.  

DFL Sen. Heather G ustafson said in a social me dia post that Anderson was a “thought ful colleague. ” 

“We’ d ofte n chat about fa mily, weekends, and life at the Ca pitol,” G ustafson sai d. “H e was a good g uy and always warm and gracious toward me. My thoughts and prayers are with his family today. ” 

Walz must call a spe cial election to fill Anderson’s sa fely red seat. Anderson defeated his last DFL challe nger by about 36 per centage points in 2 022.  

Walz also will have to call a special ele ction to fill the seat of Se n. Nicole Mitchell, who was found guilty Friday of first-degree burglary and felony possessi on of burglary tools. The Woodbury De mocrat announced M onday she will resign her seat within tw o weeks.  

The Minne sota Senate ha s experienced much upheaval in the pa st year. A special ele ction was held in January to fill a Minneapolis seat after Sen. Kari Dziedzi c die d from ovarian cancer in December. Another spe cial election was called months later to fill the seat of G OP Sen. Justin Eichorn, who resigne d after he was arreste d in an underage pr ostitution sti ng.  
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